50+ Ways To Create Digital Stories With Students

reating stories using web tools is fun and engaging for student while also teaching them new skills. Best of all you can embed them in blog posts to grab readers; including something a bit different makes reading posts more interesting.

Web Tools For Creating Stories

To make the task easier we have Alan Levine’s 50+ Ways to tell a story. This excellent resource documents how each of more than fifty Web 2.0 tools can be used to create a story using images, audio, and/or video. It has been broken into the following sections:

1. How to come up with Story ideas 

2. Example of a simple story board
3. Finding images, audio and video for your story 

· Refer to Copyright and the use of images post to gain a better understanding of copyright

4. A review of each Web 2.0 tool – he has reviewed more than fifty tools for creating a story

5. Examples of the same story created using each of the 50+ tools, with both linked versions and embedded versions

My favorite section is examples of the same story created using each of the 50+ tools because he has a simple review of each and you can check out the example to see if it fits your needs before using it yourself or with your students.

Embedding Stories in Blog Posts

Once you have created your stories it is embedded into blog posts using the same procedure for embedding any HTML code. Here are the steps:

1. On your blog dashboard, go to Write > Post
2. Completely write your post adding all text and images including adding your categories, tags and post title

3. Make sure you tell your readers that you have embedded an object below as many feed readers such as Google Reader may remove it.

4. Click on Save and View this Post to do any final edits on your post

5. Go to the story you have created and copy it’s embed code
6. Go back to the post you are writing and click on HTML Tab
7. Paste the embed code for your story into your post where you want it to appear then immediately press Publish. (Don’t click on Visual Tab to change back to Visual Editor before hitting Publish)


FINAL THOUGHTS

Would love your feedback:

1. If you are currently using web 2.0 tools for creating stories – Can you please share your favorite web 2.0 story tools and why you like them?

2. If you use Alan Levine’s 50+ Ways to tell a story – Please let us know how you go? 

· What worked/what didn’t work?

· Would love to check out what you and your students create — just leave a link and I’ll drop past and leave a comment.

Digital Storytelling 

Digital Storytelling merges writing, photographs, music and voice to create a personal multimedia story. The story should have a beginning, middle and end, and teach a lesson. Come learn how to use Web 2.0 tools to help your students create digital stories


" 

http://sites.google.com/site/edinatechresources/digital-storytelling



Copyright Friendly Music and Sounds
Image Generators
www.freesound.org is a good site for free sound effects.

http://www.a1freesoundeffects.com/ 
http://www.wavlist.com/ 
http://www.moviewavs.com/ 
http://www.moviesoundclips.net/ 
http://www.pacdv.com/sounds/index.html 
http://www.ilovewavs.com/Effects/Animals/Animals.htm 
http://www.e-vet.com//component/option,com_wrapper/Itemid,30/ 
http://www.dccl.org/Sounds/sound.htm 
http://www.animal-sounds.org/animal-sounds-free-download.html 
http://amazingsounds.iespana.es/aseanimal.htm 
http://freesoundfiles.tintagel.net/Audio/ 
http://www.pachd.com/sounds.html 
http://ljudo.com/ 
http://www.grsites.com/sounds/ 
http://www.soundamerica.com/ 
http://www.thepocket.com/sounds.htm 

 

Resources and Examples
· Digitales: The Art of Telling Digital Stories
· David Jakes Digital Storytelling Resources
· Custom Search of Copyright Free Images 

· Used the advanced search feature on flickrstorm for Photos for Non Commercial Use
· Flickrcc-Search Flickr photos that are licensed for Sharing w/Creative Commons

· Ira Glass on the Art of Storytelling
· Laurie Hollands Photo Search Page
· Museum Box: This site provides the tools for you to build up an argument or description of an event, person or historical period by placing items in a virtual box.

· Nice compilation from Dr. Alec Couros on Digital Storytelling.

· CogDogRoo-50+ Tools for Telling Digital Stories 
· Tips for Digital Storytelling 

· 7 things you should know about Digital Storytelling 

· Adobe Digital School Resources
· Edina Web 2.0 Code of Ethics 

· 
Web 2.0 Permission Letter.pdf
 

· 


 HYPERLINK "http://edinatechcamp.pbwiki.com/f/Digital+Storytelling+Scoring+Rubric.xls" 
Digital
 Storytelling Scoring Rubric.xls 

· 


 HYPERLINK "http://edinatechcamp.pbworks.com/f/How+to+turn+a+Field+Trip+into+a+Digital+Story.doc" 
How to turn a Field Trip into a Digital Story.doc
 

· Flickr Advanced Search  

· FlickrCC-Creative Commons Licensed Content 

· Jamendo-Creative Commons Licensed Music 

· Seven Wonders Dynamic Person Site 

· Creative Commons Licensing Guidelines 

· Tel.A.Vision 

· Picassa Web Album 

Here are some more tools to create your web based digital stories.
Tikatok is an online platform to write, illustrate and publish online stories. You can start writing your book with StorySparks that are like writing prompts. The beginning of the story is automatically added to your story's beginning. You can also print your book.
If you are looking for a similar site to Glogster, you should visit Magnoto.You can add your photos, videos, audios in a magnetic style to the web. You can also send your content as an email. It's like sticking different media on a refrigerator door.
Storyjumper is a site that gives you different tools to write and illustrate stories. You choose the type of the story you want to make ,then you 'll see the story creator tool on your way. You can start from scratch or you can get a beginning to create your story. You can read some of the books here.
You can create your personalized stories using StorySomething. The stories are already written, you choose your own adventure and change the name of the characters of the story and publish it.
FineTuna lets you add comments to any image and share it with others.BubbleSnaps and WigFlip are similar tools to add text to images. 
You can have your virtual monster pet with MoshiMonsters. You can adapt your own pet monster, chat with friends and play games.
PhotoPeach is a rich slide show with zooming comments, sound effects and music. You can also create quizzes after you finish your slide show.
MadeupMemorie

 HYPERLINK "http://www.madeupmemories.com/" s lets you customize videos by putting your personal pictures. You can choose to be a princess, a toy, a superhero! Just choose your video, upload your picture and publish it. You can also download it to your computer and keep it on your desktop forever!
Sketchfu allows you to draw your own pictures and share it with others.
Enjoy and stay tuned!
If you want to explore more digital storytelling tools, you can read my other posts on digital storytelling:
· 100 Digital Storyteling tools for your digital selves+natives (Part 1)
· 100 Digital Storyteling tools for your digital selves+natives (Part 2)
· 100 Digital Storyteling tools for your digital selves+natives (Part 3)
· 100 Digital Storyteling tools for your digital selves+natives (Part 4)
Photo Search Sites
Compfight Search for copyright-friendly photos and icons
Photos 8: Public Domain photos 

 

World Images WorldImages is accessible anywhere and its images may be freely used for non-profit educational purposes.
Storytelling 101

http://www.slideshare.net/ethos3/storytelling-101
Educational Uses of Digital Storytelling
Photostory Site and Resources
Photo Tools
Graffiti Creator
28 Online Photo Editing Web Sites to have Fun with
Image Chef Customized photos and clip art
 

Converting Files
Mpeg Streamclip
Zamzar
VLC
 

DoInk is a free online drawing and animation tool that runs right in your browser. You can use it to do just a quick doodle, or you can take advantage of its layer cloning and vector-based designs to create relatively advanced animations. When done with any creation, you can share it with the DoInk community, email it to a friend or embed it on a blog or social-networking profile. You can also publish anything you’ve made straight to YouTube. 

 

Go Animate: Cartoon Creator
Storyboard Resources:
Studio 1151 Storyboard guidelines-Maricopa Community Colleges

Integrating Digital Storytelling in Your Classroom Resources
Storyboard Templates From the Georgia Dept. of Education. Includes a General template, PowerPoint planning template, animation template, storyboard organizer for video.
Using Storyboards-Thinking Through Digital Storytelling
Kids' Vid Storyboarding Resources-Requires login.

