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If you’re not an avid follower of #edchat on Twitter, you may be missing out on a great opportunity to learn about some new Web 2.0 tools that are currently being used in classrooms around the world. That’s because @chickensaltash posed a simple question to the PLN and there has been a huge swell of support as hundreds of people have jumped in to answer the question about which 5 Web 2.0 tools teachers are using in classrooms.

The Best of the Best

You can view the live stream of #edchat here and see what people are saying at the hashtag #chickenweb2tools here.

We scoured hundreds of responses and have come up with the following list. The following tools have not been verified and are simply based on the number of times each was mentioned on Twitter during this hashtag discussion.





Made at Tagxedo - it's in this list!

The List

· Glogster
Great way to share posters and images you’ve made with friends

· Edmodo
Social learning environment and one of the best ways to teach with tech

· Bubbl.us 
Free application to brainstorm online

· Twitter
The micro blogging service that many love or hate.

· WordPress
Content publishing system. It’s gone way beyond just blogging.

· Prezi 
Innovative way to share presentations without PowerPoint

· Wallwisher
An online notice board maker (or bulletin board if you choose)

· Animoto
Make beautiful videos from images in a snap

· Blabberize
Make your images talk…that’s right.

· Weebly
Create your own website or blog, very easy to use

· Flickr
Popular photo-sharing site now lets you print

· Slideshare
Don’t waste your presentation after it’s over, share it with millions!

· Audioboo
Easily record and share audio

· VoiceThread
· GoogleDocs
The top real-time document creating and editing cloud-based system

· GoogleSites
Make your own website while knowing nothing about websites!

· Diigo
Popular social bookmarking site

· GoogleEarth
View anywhere in the world anytime

· Wordle
Create a beautiful aggregation of any amount of text

· Wikis
Crowdsourcing at its finest. Like Wikipedia, Wikispaces is very helpful

· Wix
Easily make your own flash-based website

· Ning
Despite a new cost-based membership program, Ning allows you to have your own social network

· Primarypad
Web-based word processor

· Spicy Nodes
Innovative way to organize your web visits

· Delicious
One of the top social bookmarking sites on the web

· Myebook
Virtually publish your book and sell it

· Voki
Get your own avatar and even have it talk with your voice

· DoInk
Create animations using this simple website

· Warning Sign Generator
Make your own caution and warning signs in a flash!

· Scratch
Create and share stories, games, art, etc.

· Kerpoof
Cool way to make a movie, card, picture, and share it all

· Tagxedo
Like Wordle but a step farther as text can be used to build bigger images

· SmartKiddies
Creative math and other educational problems to help everyone learn

· Bitstrips
Make and share your own comic strips with thousands of others

· Popplet
An easy way to share visual ideas

· Storyjumper
Easy way to create your own stories for kids and bring them to life

· Aviary Myna
Make your own music or remix just about anything else

· TimeToast
Fantastic timeline visualization tool to understand history

· GoAnimate for schools
State of the art animation tools for schools

· PBWorks
Thousands of educational wikis and workspaces (build your own!)

· Schoology
Learning management, online education tools, and much more

· Google Timeline
A unique way to view the news

· Online-Convert
Convert anything to anything (audio, video, text, etc.)

· ReadWriteThink
Tons of classroom resources and PD goodies

· Storybird
Build your own stories (with images) and share them with others

· Word Magnets
Phonics reinforcement and sentence building exercise

· Museum Box
Innovative way to understand history

· Atmosphir
A build-your-own video game

· Empressr
Rich media presentation tool

· Zoho
A great alternative to Google Apps

· EasyBib
The free automatic bibliography and citation maker

· ToonDooSpaces
Easily publish custom comic strips

· Crocodoc
Annotate and edit PDFs

Add To This List

Have another recommendation? It’s never too late to get the word out. Just mention #edchat in your tweet or leave a reply on this page. Why not do both?
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It’s summertime and that means now is your chance to find, test, and embrace new technology to aid learning in the classroom. But where do you start? Lucky for you, the Web 2.0 Ning is working together to figure out exactly which tools are the best for education.

The Best of the Best

Many people offered their top ten choices and here are the ones most mentioned:

1. Google (anything from Google but Docs and Earth is mentioned many times)

2. Animoto
3. Twitter
4. Blogger
5. Glogster
6. Skype
7. Slideshare
8. VoiceThread
9. WikiSpaces
10. Delicious
Add To This List

What do you think? There are hundreds of other tools available and in use right now and this list just scratches the surface. For example, only one person mentioned Facebook. Let us know what tool you can’t live without in the classroom in the comments or by mentioning @edudemic on Twitter!
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You’ve heard of Twitter, Facebook, Prezi, and Google, but what about the lesser-known tools available to teachers and higher ed administrators? The majority of these 100 tools are free and easy to use.



From Audacity To Yammer

Ranging from communication systems to games, this list was compiled by Jane Hart and is quite exhaustive. Many of these tools are mentioned in the popular Ultimate Teacher’s Guide To Social Media on EduDemic but this list takes games and other systems into account.

Based on a poll done last year, this list has some outdated images (Gmail is no longer in Beta) but the list itself is solid. We examined each item and think they provide real benefits to teachers. What’s your favorite? Let us know by tweeting us @edudemic and we’ll add you to our own expanding list!

New, Useful, And Free Tools

Be sure to make it all the way through this list (below as well) as there will likely be at least one new tool mentioned that you haven’t heard of. Now would be the time to start giving these new tools a try. A summer break well spent!



Hate clicking? Here’s the list of helpful tools along with what type they are and if they’re free or not. 

	TOOL

	Name
	Platform
	Cost

	Twitter
Microblogging tool
	Online
	Free

	Delicious
Social bookmarking tool
	Online
	Free

	YouTube
Video sharing site
	Online
	Free

	Google Reader
RSS / Feed reader
	Online
	Free

	Google Docs
Office suite
	Online
	Free

	WordPress
Blogging tool
	Online
	Free

	Slideshare
Hosting presentations
	Online
	Free

	Google Search
Web search tool
	Online
	Free

	Audacity
Sound editor and recorder
	Windows/Mac
	Free

	Firefox
Web browser and extensions
	Windows/Mac
	Free

	Ning
Social networking platformServer
	Online
	Free/Commercial

	Skype
Instant messaging/VoIP
	Windows/Mac
	Free/Commercial

	PowerPoint
Presentation software
	Windows/Mac
	Commercial

	Blogger
Blogging tool
	Online
	Free

	Moodle
Course mgt system
	Server
	Free

	iGoogle
Personalised start page
	Online
	Free

	Wikipedia
Collaborative encyclopedia
	Online
	Free

	flickr
Photo storage/sharing site
	Online
	Free

	VoiceThread
Collaborative slideshowServer
	Online
	Free

	Jing
Screen captures/ casting tool
	Windows/Mac
	Free/Commercial

	Gmail
Web-based email
	Online
	Free

	Adobe Captivate
Demo and scenario tool
	Windows
	Commercial

	diigo
Social annotation site
	Online
	Free/Commercial

	Articulate
Presenter/Engage/ Quizmaker
	Windows
	Commercial

	SnagIt
Screen capture tool
	Windows
	Commercial

	Camtasia Studio
Screencasting tool
	Windows
	Commercial

	Evernote
Note taking tool
	Online
	Free

	Prezi
Presentation software
	Online
	Free

	Wikispaces
Wiki tool
	Online
	Free/Commercial

	Wordle
Word cloud generator
	Online
	Free

	animoto
Create videos from your images
	Online
	Free

	Facebook
Social networking site
	Online
	Free

	PBworks
Wiki tool
	Online
	Free/Commercial

	Adobe Photoshop
Photo/Image editing toolServer
	Windows
	Commercial

	Word
Word processing software
	Windows/Mac
	Commercial

	Flash
Animation authoring tool
	Windows/Mac
	Commercial

	Google Apps
Google application suite
	Online
	Free/Commercial

	LinkedIn
Professional social network
	Online
	Free

	Adobe Connect
Web meeting/ conferencing
	Online
	Commercial

	iTunes/iTunes U
Music/podcast player and site
	Windows/Mac
	Free

	Dimdim
Web conferencing
	Online
	Free/Commercial

	Elluminate
Web conferencing
	Online
	Free/Commercial

	Google Earth
Satellite and aerial imagery
	Windows/Mac
	Free

	Tweetdeck
Desktop social software client
	Windows/Mac
	Free

	Keynote
Presentation software
	M
	Commercial

	Edublogs
Educational blogging tool
	Online
	Free

	Google Calendar
Web-based calendar
	Online
	Free

	Sharepoint
MS Intranet portal and collaboration environment
	Server
	Commercial

	Wetpaint
Wiki tool
	Online
	Free

	Dreamweaver
Web authoring tool
	Windows/Mac
	Commercial

	Elgg
Social engine
	Server
	Free

	Bubbl.us
Online mindmapping tool
	Online
	Free

	Garageband
Personal recording studiOnline
	M
	Commercial

	Glogster
Make an interactive poster
	Online
	Free

	Google Chrome
Web browser
	Windows/Mac
	Free

	Mindmanager Mindjet
Mindmapping software
	Windows/Mac
	Commercial

	Netvibes
Personalised start page
	Online
	Free

	Posterous
Blogging/posting place
	Online
	Free

	Screenr
Screencasting tool
	Online
	Free

	Picasa
Photo organiser
	W/Online
	Free

	Lectora
Course authoring tool
	Windows
	Commercial

	TeacherTube
Instructional video sharing site
	Online
	Free

	Udutu
Online collaborative course authoring tool
	Online
	Free/Commercial

	Cirip
Micro-blogging platform
	Online
	Free

	Google Maps
Maps of the US. UK, etc (and mobile version)
	Online
	Free

	Outlook
Email client
	Windows
	Commercial

	Webex
Web conferencing tool
	Online
	Free

	Basecamp
Track and manage projectServer
	Online
	Free/Commercial

	Dropbox
Sync files online and across computerServer
	Online
	Commercial

	Etherpad
Real-time document collaboration
	Online
	Free

	Flip
Digital camcorder
	-
	Commercial

	Freemind
Mind mapping tool
	Windows/Mac
	Free

	Google Sites
Create web/wiki site
	Online
	Free

	GoToMeeting/GoToTrain
Web conferencing system
	Online
	Commercial

	OpenOffice
Desktop office suite
	Online
	Free

	Picnik
Photo editing tool
	Windows
	Commercial

	ScreenToaster
Screencasting tool
	Online
	Free

	Scribd
Document hosting/sharing
	Online
	Free

	SecondLife
Virtual world application
	Online
	Free

	xtranormal
Movie-making software
	D
	Free

	Yammer
Private micro-blogging platform
	Online
	Free

	Bloglines
RSS/Feed reader
	Online
	Free

	Friendfeed
Info sharing tool
	Online
	Free

	Adobe Acrobat Pro
Create and control PDF documentServer
	Windows/Mac
	Commercial

	Adobe Fireworks
Image editor
	Windows/Mac
	Commercial

	Edmodo
Educational micro-blogging service
	Online
	Free

	Google Alerts
Keep track of new information
	Online
	Free

	iMovie
Video editing software
	M
	Commercial

	MindMeister
Mind mapping tool
	Online
	Commercial

	Movie Maker
Create, edit and share home movieServer
	Windows
	Commercial

	Pageflakes
Start page tool
	Online
	Free

	Paint.NET
Image/photo editing software
	Windows
	Free

	Paintshop Pro
Image editing software
	Windows
	Commercial

	Survey Monkey
Survey/questionnaire tool
	Online
	Free/Commercial

	Twhirl
Twitter desktop client
	Windows/Mac
	Free

	TypePad
Blogging tool
	Online
	Commercial
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