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BONUS PROJECT:   Invention and Innovation
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http://www.ideafinder.com/history/index.html
	INVENTION FACTS & MYTHS

	We have selected some of the most interesting stories and fascinating facts about inventions and innovations from around the world. Each invention shed some light on the good intentions of the inventor and their quest to improve the quality of life. 


	INVENTOR BIOGRAPHY

	Fascinating stories behind the world's great inventors. View their accomplishments, examine their innovations, and investigate the many interesting facts about their lives. Some made this a better place, but they all made a difference.


	INNOVATION TIMELINE

	From the date of the first printing press to the current explosion of the World Wide Web, the greatest moments in the history of innovation. Follow the course of human achievement in a fun and informative.  Pick any Century for an array of interesting and revealing information.


	INVENTION CATEGORIES

	A group or set of inventions, inventors, or actions that are classified together because of common characteristics. Invention groups that include Agricultural, Computing,  Communications, Energy, Transportation, Household Items and Toys & Games. 


	INNOVATION GAMES and TRIVIA

	A quick glimpse into the past at some of the more unusual inventions and fascinating inventors. How many inventions are the result of an accident? How many great ideas were not even recognized by their inventor?  Try out your knowledge in our trivia quiz or one of the other games. 


------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

http://www.kidskonnect.com/content/view/86/27/
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The Lemelson-MIT Program is dedicated to honoring the acclaimed and unsung heroes who have helped improve our lives through invention.

http://web.mit.edu/invent/
The Lemelson-MIT Program celebrates those inventors who have turned their ideas into accomplishments. We foster an enthusiasm for asking—and answering—the questions that change lives. 

Learn how our acclaimed awards and outreach programs inspire the next generation of inventors, and explore our unique Invention Dimension.

Inventors and Inventions

http://www.education-world.com/a_sites/sites040.shtml
1. Built in America
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/hhhtml/hhhome.html
This online archive documents achievements in architecture, engineering, and design in the United States and its territories through a comprehensive range of building types and engineering technologies. The Library of Congress sponsors the site. Users can search by keyword, subject, and geographic location to research American ingenuity since the Great Depression. The selected imagery map allows visitors to visually search state by state to uncover everything from bridges and buildings to the rare genius of Frank Lloyd Wright. The site includes links to other collections at the Library of Congress online, making Built in America a treasure trove of classroom resources. 

2. Edison National Historic Site
http://www.nps.gov/edis/home.htm
This site includes everything from information about Edison's life and education to photos and patent lists. The site also details an era, offering virtual tours, Kinetoscope films, popular music, and political speeches. EdiFUN is especially useful for students in grades four or higher and their teachers. It includes such intriguing activities as FAQs or Fables, Edison's "Muckers" and Edison's "Mental Fitness" Test for employees. This site is worth consideration for teachers who want their students to examine a definitive inventor in detail. 

3. The History of Invention
http://www.cbc.ca/kids/general/the-lab/history-of-invention/instructions.html
Did you know toothpaste was invented in 3000 B.C.? It was made from such refined materials as crushed oyster shells and smoked gypsum. This is a time line of useful innovations: plywood, the swimming pool, vaccinations, the electric guitar, the computer mouse, the space shuttle, the V-chip, and so much more. The dates of some inventions may make users look twice! The teacher's guide is full of timely lesson plans; hints, tips, and tricks for navigating the Internet; and teacher-tested instructional strategies ready to use. 

4. Inventing the Future
http://www.pbs.org/safarchive/4_class/45_pguides/pguide_701/4571_idx.html
Based on the PBS Scientific American Frontiers ] series, this site looks to the future: virtual reality, smart cars, brain music, body talk, and privacy and ethical issues. Even if you have not had the chance to watch the series, this page offers background and support so you and your students can work on their inventions, such as musical instruments and graphing pixels. All you need are common household materials; your students will be up to their elbows in the process of invention. 

5. Invention Dimension
http://web.mit.edu/invent/
This MIT site promotes the spirit of invention. It celebrates great men and women who crafted original ideas into technological breakthroughs. Each week, a different inventor is featured along with a look into his or her work and accomplishments. The inventors are housed alphabetically for easy access, links and resources for in-depth study are included. The Inventor's Handbook is the most valuable component of the site. Designed for secondary school students, it examines all facets of research and development in easy-to-understand terms. It was written for the Lemelson-MIT High School Invention Contest, which is also housed on this site. 

6. U.S. Patent Office Kid's Pages
http://www.uspto.gov/go/kids/
This great site inspires kids to use their imaginations and invent. There are lots of materials related to intellectual property matters and patents. The page is divided between elementary and secondary levels, with a separate section for teachers and parents. Two contests ran here last spring. One was to ask a famous inventor a well-designed question on inventions. The other was to create a proposal for a virtual museum exhibit on patents or trademarks. New games, puzzles, and events will be added for fall, so stay tuned! 

7. InventorResource
http://www.inventorresource.co.uk/
Tips on researching inventions, knowing when to seek patents, designing a business plan, trademarking brand names and logos, finding funding, and much more can be found on this comprehensive site for inventors. Here you'll find dozens of articles on the entire range of topics associated with inventing. As a bonus, in the Inventory Facts section you will find articles on the ten greatest inventors and ten greatest inventions of all time. 

8. Wacky Patent of the Month
http://www.colitz.com/site/wacky_new.html
This site features unusual and amazing contraptions every month (recently, a combination clothes-brush, flask, and drinking cup), along with information on patents and invention links. A law office sponsors the site. The link on Patenting, for example, can be especially helpful for high school students who need to know how to secure patents for their original work. 

Walter McKenzie
Education World®

Inventors and Inventions Theme Page

http://www.cln.org/themes/inventors.html
Search inventors and inventions lesson plans and worksheets to find teacher approved lessons by grade and rating. 

http://www.lessonplanet.com/search?keywords=inventors+and+inventions&rating=3
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A complete teaching theme on the inventors. ... Teachers get it all now!
http://teachers.teach-nology.com/themes/science/inventors/
Web sites on invention and innovation

A host of Web sites across the Internet complement the work of the Lemelson Center. Here are a few that will help you investigate the topic on your own.
Above: A robotic dog fetches a ball during a "Robot Day" demonstration. Smithsonian photo by Hugh Talman.
http://invention.smithsonian.org/resources/sites_teachers.aspx
Inventors and Inventions - Here is a collection of activities for teaching ... Super Bridge Teachers Guide - NOVA guide includes activities

http://www.proteacher.com/110031.shtml
