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http://www.edheads.org/
1.  Edheads brings you high quality, free educational activities for your classroom
Edheads helps students learn through educational games and activities designed to meet state and national standards. We partner with various school systems in the United States, which help us research, design and test our activities every step of the way!

2.  5 BEST Virtual Field Trips

Field trips can be amazing learning experiences.   They provide students with the opportunity to actively participate in education, offering learning possibilities that aren’t readily available in the classroom.  Unfortunately, it isn’t always practical or possible to take students on field trips.   Now students can explore the world with simulations that are so realistic, they will believe they have left the classroom.  Below are five of the best virtual field trips on the web: 

Virtual Field Trip #1:   Smithsonian Museum  

The Smithsonian Virtual Museum is truly remarkable.  Students can ‘step’ into the exhibits and take a tour through the entire museum in a 360 degree environment.  The virtual museum is made up of panoramic pictures of the actual exhibits inside the Smithsonian.  Using their mouse, students “walk” through the museum room by room. They can zoom in, look left and right, look up and down, and walk forward or backward.  Camera icons throughout the museum show students hot spots where they can get close to an exhibit panel.  As students explore the museum, they will see: the ocean hall, ancient seas, dinosaurs, early life, fossils, plants, mammals, African cultures, the Ice Age, Western cultures, reptiles, insects, butterflies, bones, geology, gems, and minerals.  

Virtual Field Trip #2:   UPM Forest Life 

 

A field trip to a forest is a wonderful way to learn about tree species, ecosystems, habitats, and animals.   The UPM Forest Life virtual field trip will have your students believing that they are actually in a forest smelling pine trees.

UPM Forest Life aims to teach about forest sustainability.  It does this by inviting students to take a virtual hike through a forest.  The forest is made up of panoramic pictures of an actual forest.  Students can zoom in, look up and down, left and right, and ‘walk’ through the forest with their mouse.  Students start their field trip with a virtual tour guide.  As students ‘hike’ through the forest, they will click on hot spots that reveal videos of forest life, pictures with information, and sounds.  

Virtual Field Trip #3:   Moon in Google Earth
 The moon is no longer off limits for field trips!  Students can visit the moon virtually using Moon view in Google Earth.  Google Earth makes for excellent virtual trips around the world; in Google Earth 5.0 you can also take your students to the moon.  

Virtual Field Trip #4:    Planet in Action  

Real field trips don’t allow for adventures like a helicopter ride above the Grand Canyon, an expedition to Mount St. Helens, or a helicopter tour of Manhattan or Disneyland Paris.  Planet in Action makes all of these possible with the help of Google Earth.

Virtual Field Trip #5:  AR Sights   

Most students probably won’t have the ability to travel to the pyramids or the Eiffel Tower for a field trip.  

Augmented Reality makes it possible to see these landmarks, and more, using Google Earth in 3-D.  

Augmented Reality requires a webcam, browser add-on, and a printout provided by the AR Sights website.  

After a simple graphic is printed out, it is held up to a webcam.  Students will see a landmark spring to life right before their eyes on the computer screen.  As the printout is tilted, twisted, and moved the landmark moves accordingly.  Students can view the famous landmark in 360-degrees, 3-D, and up close.  It is truly incredible!   

AR Sights makes it possible to view Google Earth right in a web browser and then zoom into places of interest, looking at them in 3-D with Augmented Reality.  Students can ‘fly’ around Google Earth, when they find a place of interest, they will hold the printout up to the camera and explore the landmark.  This is an amazing visual method for learning about geography and famous landmarks.  If you only have access to one webcam, use it with a computer connected to a projector or interactive whiteboard for whole class exploration.

Related Article: How to Create a Virtual Bookshelf
==============================

3. Math Games

Math by Design  provides students the opportunity to learn geometry and measurement concepts in a virtual environment. As junior architects of a community park and environmental center, students are tasked with building a skateboard ramp, planning a picnic area and other fun interactive challenges. 

Lure of the Labyrinth Library

· Games as a Part of Today's Culture
· What About Games Makes Them Good for Learning?
We know that the idea of using digital games to teach and learn math might be a new one for you. (It's new to us, too - in fact, it's pretty much new to everyone!) So we thought it would probably help to provide a little context - what educators sometimes call 'scaffolding' - around Lure of the Labyrinth. The Library is where you can learn more about the many issues surrounding games and learning and also go much deeper into Lure of the Labyrinth itself.

Games as a Part of Today's Culture talks about digital games and the ways they impact every day life. 

What About Games Makes Them Good for Learning? looks at the inherent characteristics of games that mirror principles educators have found to make for a great learning experience.
 Lure of the Labyrinth is a digital game for middle-school pre-algebra students. It includes a wealth of intriguing math-based puzzles wrapped into an exciting narrative game in which students work to find their lost pet - and save the world from monsters! Linked to both national and state mathematics standards, the game gives students a chance to actually think like mathematicians.

4.  Environmental conservation
Let your little ones into environmental conservation and learning about new cultures! Kids can travel the globe, learn more about environmental causes and new cultures by using their imagination and the click of the mouse. HabitatHeroes.com, the first online social networking site for young eco-warriors includes games that teach children about endangered species, the environment, healthy eating, and cultures around the world.

The ideal age group is 5 – 8 years old as tested by our daughters ages 9, 8 and 6 years old and discussed with other moms.     http://www.habitatheroes.com/
--------------------------------------------------

5.  Voki  Hands-ON    Project       http://www.voki.com/
A  text to speech generator that has a lot of very interesting applications.  Animated figure being projected on the screen. "What if the Voki was reading a list of spelling words? What if it was speaking another language?  The site offers a high level of customization ranging from the overall look of the Voki to the sound of its voice. 

=========================================================

6.  Hands-ON      Voice Thread   Voicethread   http://voicethread.com/#home

Voice Thread is an amazing site that allows students to create web 2.0 slide shows that become interactive and collaborative. 

This is a great place for students to discuss common genres and books online. Students can create a slideshow summary of their book with pictures, audio, and text. Other students can leave text, audio, or drawn comments on the book reviews. Voice Thread would be a great place to begin online classroom book clubs.

Technology brings interest back into reading and helps students continue to find reading that they enjoy while providing the teacher with feedback about student reading comprehension. These are great alternatives to book reports that will keep your students from ‘readicide’. Most of the above tools have the added benefit of being able to be embedded into a classroom blog, website, or wiki. All student projects can be collected, organized, and viewed in one place. It doesn’t get better than this!

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

7.    Wordle Turns any given text into a word cloud then picks out the most common words and give them prominence by increasing their size.  Behind this simple concept lies many possibilities for use in the classroom.  http://www.wordle.net/
Wordle LINK

http://www.readwriteweb.com/archives/tag_clouds_of_obamas_inaugural_speech_compared_to_bushs.php
Presidents Speech:

http://www.readwriteweb.com/archives/tag_clouds_of_obamas_inaugural_speech_compared_to_bushs.php
Here's the link to the teachertube voicethread teacher tutorial: http://www.teachertube.com/videoList.php?pg=uservideolist&user_id=158464
Also, Voicethread is pushing hard to cater to educators.  They have a website: http://ed.voicethread.com/#home  that describes what they're doing to mace it secure and global for teachers and students.

And to tie in to the wordle cloud about inauguration speeches, here's a link to a cool interactive page with word clouds on ALL the presidential inauguration addresses with a cool timeline feature as well: http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2009/01/17/washington/20090117_ADDRESSES.html
================================

Project: 8             50 Things to do with Google Maps Mashups 

Back for an encore are two posts which generated a huge amount of interes. I put together two posts which listed 25 things you can do with Google Maps mashups. 


1. Measure your run route or commute
2. Check the time in a world location
3. Look up a US zip code
4. Measure Area
5. Make your own Google Map out of any map
6. Map your photos
7. Check what's on the other side of the world
8. Find a person in the US
9. Check the weather anywhere
10. Find the nearest Starbucks
11. Discover an eBay real estate deal
12. Find airport parking in the US.. or the UK
13. Create a running route
14. Watch a travel video
15. Find Fast Food in the US
16. Buy beer in Ontario
17. Check the news for your zip code
18. Avoid disease outbreak
19. Beat traffic
20. Make your own Google Maps mashup
21. Avoid red light cameras
22. Find cheap gas
23. Check sunrise or sunset times
24. Convert currency
25. Find a place to live in the US
26. Find out where the daylight is right now
27. Find a ski resort anywhere in the world
28. Track a flight on Google Maps
29. Calculate the distance between two world airports
30. Find the elevation/height above sea level
31. Map the 7 Wonders of the World
32. Find a golf course anywhere in the world
33. Click anywhere and get travel info
34. Simulate a flood to show damage effects
35. Fly a plane
36. Search Google Maps in full screen
37. Find a world webcam
38. Find a US or Canadian Library
39. Find a world port
40. Map the fish in your tank
41. Find high risk areas for modern marine pirates
42. Find a world dive site
43. Map Wikipedia articles to their location
44. See where UFOs have been sighted
45. Pray in the direction of Mecca
46. Search eBay items by US zip code
47. Map flight turbulence and pollution
48. Plan a London tube journey
49. Calculate cab fare in New York City
50. Map movie filming locations - US and Canada

See 50 MORE Things to do with Google Maps Mashups!
1. Find a world brewery
2. Track world terrorism
3. Find a WiFi Hotspot in the US
4. Align your satellite dish properly
5. Catch live music in your area
6. Track a US package
7. See the world at night
8. Walk in a straight line around the world
9. Explore the new 7 wonders of the world (More)
10. Map 2008 presidential campaign contributions
11. Find a public toilet
12. Track a US or Canadian flight number
13. Lookup real-time US airport status
14. Map US FAA delayed flight information
15. Find a world airport, airline or connection
16. Find out "walkscore" for house or apartment
17. Calculate US or Canadian Taxi Fare
18. Look at the clouds!
19. Explore any location on earth
20. Map US telephone area codes
21. Drive like a madman
22. Find a job
23. Find even more webcams
24. Scan your UK driving route
25. Explore and map the bible
26. Map your wedding festivities
27. Find a world hostel
28. Form a crop circle, send a smoke signal
29. Track US big box store construction
30. Map US Zip code boundaries
31. Find a UNESCO World Heritage Site
32. Find an alternate map
33. Find a US mailbox
34. Plan a mid-point meet-up (exact)
35. Find out who is sick around you
36. Explore photos of the world
37. Map places by book name
38. Find a US Winery
39. Find an extreme sport
40. Map the top 10 world skyscrapers
41. Find a place to eat in the US
42. Find a popular map in any area
43. Measure long range distance.. in 2 ways
44. Determine Lat/Long for anywhere
45. Make your own map
46. Find the shortest round-trip route
47. Google Map your blog or website visitors
48. Find tons of area info for anywhere
49. Plan and map a worldwide conference call
50. Determine ease of doing business in any country
================================

Project: 9
Dr. D-Demo  -  Project:   Audacity – Sound editing

1. Install Audacity

2. Plug in mike

3. Record a file

4. Play

5. Open and load the interview file

6. Edit countdown out

7. Add sound effects

8. If you have time – locate a music (mp3 file-in the Interview folder) and add it to the Interview file

Volunteers – Individuals that would demonstrate and record a Podcast

What is a podcast?

A podcast is an audio recording, which could be anything from a 10-sec sound to a 30-min radio show, stored as an MP3 file that anybody can download.

The word podcast is also used to mean a podcast channel, i.e., a channel that listeners can "subscribe" to and receive future audio posts, or podcast entries, all for FREE. (For technical readers, a podcast channel is an RSS feed, and each audio post is an enclosure embedded in the RSS feed.)
The result is a new way of sharing audio via the Internet.

============================================
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If there is time to do an Interview:   Great Interview Questions 

You are introduced to someone at a cocktail party. Describe what you do in two or three sentences.

What do you wish you had invented? 

What do you consider your greatest professional achievement? 

If you weren't doing what you're doing now, what would you be doing? 

What is your favorite word? 

What sound do you love? 

What sound do you hate? 

Your favorite personal quote

Web sites I like 

Favorite Sesame Street Character? 

First Job? 

Best Job? 

Who is the person you admire most in history?

Worst feeling in the world? 

What is the first thing you think of when you wake up in the morning? 

What is most important in life? 

What was your first vehicle? Tell us about it.

If you could meet one person dead or alive, who would that be? 

If you could have any job you wanted, what would it be? 

Project: 10 Hands-ON  -   Visual Literacy Project

SLIDE SHOWS
Visual Literacy - with Music 

Hands-ON     MUSIC -  Project   -  

Get music from Free Play- Royalty-Free Music/Image Resources
Freeplay Music   - http://www.freeplaymusic.com/

Freeplay Music´s compositions and recordings may be used (broadcast, synchronized and/or copied) without a fee.

Hands-ON Assignment:

Download 2 (two) - 30-second spots

Download 1 (one) – 60 second spot

Select a Product- Listen for assignments by groups

1. You will go to the web address

2. Play with the program

3. Upload several photos for the "PHOTO FOLDER" on your desktop

4. Create the presentation / slide show

5. Be ready to share the Positive and the Negative of the application

· GROUP A:  One True Media - http://www.onetruemedia.com/ "...effortlessly combine photos and video clips with words and music to personalize your story. Quickly share with our Online Slideshow or get as creative as you want with our Video Montage." Upload images and audio for story track. Embed in blogs or directly post to YouTube/Google video, mySpace, Google Groups. Great template choices.

· GROUP B:  Moblyng.  http://www.moblyng.com/   It seems easy to make a slideshow and it continues to allow you to invite others to collaborate on your creation. The only negative with that last change is that, if students are using a public or school computer, they need to click “Clear Your Personal Info” so that others don’t have access to it.

· GROUP C:  Animoto   Animoto is an automated presentation generator that focuses on using images to communicate a message.This tool is great for class collaboration and it is easier than using PowerPoint.   http://animoto.com/
· GROUP D:  Rock You.  http://www.rockyou.com/index.php It has many of the same features as Moblyng It’s easy, has lots of options, doesn’t require registration, and seems just a little easier to use.

· May be blocked: GROUP E:  My Jugaad,  http://myjugaad.in/  New Web tool that allows you to easily make slideshows of webpages and post/share links to them. You’re also able to write descriptive notes about each slide
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Group F :   PhotoPeach 
   http://photopeach.com/
Group G
· 280 Slides. http://280slides.com/  (Powerpoint)The newest and best addition to  The Best Ways To Create Online Slideshows. I especially like its feature that you search for images and videos off the web right inside the slide-show creation process. 

· Group H
PhotoShow  - http://www.photoshow.com/ "turns photos into musical slideshows" - wide range of elegant templates, add captions. Audio only from music on site. Audio from list of music only. (FREE for 30 DAYS)
------------------------------------------------

Curriculum Interactive Websites

You will have 12 minutes to review  be ready to Share and Compare 

Q;  How could you use this in you curriculum area

Math

1. National Library of Virtual Manipulatives - (K-12) http://nlvm.usu.edu/en/nav/vlibrary.html
2. Illuminations - (K-12) http://illuminations.nctm.org/
3. eManipulatives - http://www.eduplace.com/kids/mw/manip/mn_6.html
4. A Plus Math - http://www.aplusmath.com 

5. Fun Brain - http://www.funbrain.com
6. BBC Math - http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks2bitesize/maths/
Science

7. Science Netlinks - http://www.sciencenetlinks.com/tool_index.cfm 

8. I Know That (K-6) - http://www.iknowthat.com/com/L3?Area=Science+Lab 

9. Forge FX (grades 6-12) - http://www.forgefx.com/casestudies/prenticehall/ 

10. Virtual Frog Dissection - http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks2bitesize/science Frog Dissection
11. Jefferson – Lab http://education.jlab.org/index.php 


12. Adventures at Dry Creek (4th-8th) - http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/education/explorations/reslab/newdc/index.html 

13. Cells Alive! - http://www.cellsalive.com/mitosis.htm 

14. National Geographic Kids Page - http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/
Social Studies

15. Texas Government- House of Representatives http://kids.house.state.tx.us/
16. Texas Senate -  http://www.senate.state.tx.us/
17. Jamestown Adventure- http://www.historyglobe.com/jamestown/ 

18. Underground Railroad - http://www.nationalgeographic.com/railroad/
19. Smithsonian (K-12) - http://historyexplorer.americanhistory.si.edu/
20. National Geographic Xpeditions - (K-12)- http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/
21. Scholastic News - http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/
Language Arts

22. Online Graphic Organizers (click Student Materials) - http://www.readwritethink.org/ (K-12) 

23. Bubbl – http://bubbl.us 

24. Webspiration (free version of Inspiration software) – http://www.mywebspiration.com 

25. Scholastic News - http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/ 
26. ELA resources - http://school.discoveryeducation.com/schrockguide/arts/artlit.html
27. Biography Maker - http://www.bham.wednet.edu/bio/biomaker.htm  

General - All Subjects (K-12)

28. Subject-Area Interactive Lessons Online - http://www.pasadenaisd.org/SailOn/TEKS_Menu.htm
29. Thinkfinity - http://www.thinkfinity.org/
30. K-12 Databases – http://web.esc20.net/access (available to all Texas public schools).  Ask your school librarian for your username, password

a. EBSCO Databases – Search images to incorporate into presentations or flipcharts

b. Britannica – Search the Learning Materials for interactive games & virtual manipulatives.  

31. 
Interactive Websites for the K-2 Classroom
All Subjects
32. www.thinkfinity.org – Search for resources and lesson plans by subject area and grade level.  Under “Resource Type,” search for Interactives. 

33. http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/index_gradesprekk.htm- Scholastic Interactive Student Activities. Click the tab for your grade level.

34. http://www.crayola.com - free drawing site.

Math
35. Counting, Sequencing, Skip counting

36. http://www.learningplanet.com/act/123order.asp
37. http://www.abc.net.au/countusin/games/files/sheepgame.swf
38. http://www.little-g.com/shockwave/colorcount.html
39. http://www.primarygames.com/squigly/start.htm
40. http://www.eduplace.com/kids/mw/manip/mn_2.html - Number line and 100’s Chart

41. http://www.cleverisland.com/teachers/counting/story/6.asp
42. Cardinal directions (over, through, under, above)

43. http://www.meddybemps.com/9.691.html
44. http://www.storyplace.org/preschool/activities/fishtaleonlineactivity.swf
45. Fractions – half, whole,

46. http://www.eduplace.com/kids/mw/manip/mn_2.html - Fractions

47. http://nlvm.usu.edu/en/nav/vlibrary.html - (Geometry, Fractions - Parts of a Whole or Fractions – Visualizing)

48. Addition and subtraction

49. http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/laac/numbers/chi.shtml
50. http://www.funbrain.com/math2/index.html
51. http://www.dositey.com/addsub/addex1.htm
52. http://playkidsgames.com/games/apples/apples.swf
53. http://www.mathplayground.com/files/MathHoopsGame_2.swf
54. Patterns

55. http://nlvm.usu.edu/en/nav/vlibrary.html - Make your own pattern. (Geometry, Pattern Blocks) & (Numbers and Operations - Color Patterns)

56. http://www.noggin.com/games/pwms/pwms/index.php - Choose Pigeon Patterns

57. http://www.sesameworkshop.org/sesamestreet/games/flash.php?contentId=110880&
58. Sorting objects

59. http://www.abc.net.au/countusin/games/game9.htm
60. Shapes

61. http://nlvm.usu.edu/en/nav/vlibrary.html - (Geometry, Pattern Blocks)

62. http://www.storyplace.org/preschool/activities/shapesonact.swf
63. Graphs

64. http://nlvm.usu.edu/en/nav/vlibrary.html - (Numbers and Operations – Bar Chart) 

Science
65. Sorting and classifying animals & plants

66. http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/ - Click the link for Animals to find pictures and fun facts.

67. http://www.noggin.com/games/connie/collections/
68. http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/scienceclips/ages/5_6/ourselves.shtml
69. http://www.hhmi.org/coolscience/critters/critter1.html
70. Parts of plants

71. http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/scienceclips/ages/5_6/growing_plants.shtml
72. http://www.hhmi.org/coolscience/vegquiz/index.html
73. Weather

74. http://www.kizclub.com/seasonstory/season7.html
75. http://www.kizclub.com/clothesbook/clothes.html
76. Life cycles

77. http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/amphibians/Frogprintout.shtml
78. http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/butterflies/lifecycle/
79. Living/nonliving

80. http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/scienceclips/ages/5_6/ourselves.shtml
81. http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/scienceclips/ages/6_7/plants_animals_env_fs.shtml
82. Basic needs of animals and plants

83. http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/scienceclips/ages/5_6/growing_plants.shtml
84. http://harcourtschool.com/activity/walk_swim_fly/index.html
85. Natural resources - water, rocks, soil, water cycle

86. http://www.epa.gov/safewater/kids/flash/flash_watercycle.html
87. http://www.southeastwater.com.au/games/education_kidsroom_wcactivity.asp
88. http://www.smwd.com/kids-corner.htm
89. http://www.epa.gov/kids/
90. Parts and Wholes, Simple Machines

91. www.inventionatplay.org - Select TinkerBall

92. www.edheads.org – Select Simple Machines

Social Studies
93. Community

94. http://teacher.scholastic.com/commclub/ - Neighborhood Jobs

95. Texas

96. http://kids.house.state.tx.us/ - take a tour of the capitol

97. http://www.senate.state.tx.us/kids/ - click Senate Jr. for younger students

98. United States (Government)

99. http://www.whitehouse.gov/kids/
100. http://bensguide.gpo.gov/k-2/index.html
101. Presidents Day

102. http://score.rims.k12.ca.us/activity/presidentsday/
103. Thanksgiving

104. http://www.plimoth.org/education/olc/index_js2.html
105. http://www.scholastic.com/scholastic_thanksgiving/
106. Holidays around the World

107. http://teacher.scholastic.com/holiday/jumpin.htm
===============================================

===================================

 Flickr  A nice tool to get a stream of images on any topic. Make content available to your students only. 
Joomla   A podcast site by Kyle Mawer & Graham Stanley on using digital games in teaching & language learning.
Today’s Meet  Encourages the students to use the live stream in the classroom to make comments, ask questions, and use that feedback to make presentations and lets teachers sharpen their points and address student needs.
Simple Solver  Very easy to use tool for collaborative projects, brainstorming and problem solving. Students will enjoy using this for group discussions. 
Xtra Normal  For creating text to speech animated movies. A useful tool for social development. 
Cmap Tools  Build interactive, collaborative mind maps with text, video, and weblinks. Used by many high school teachers and college professors advanced for advanced project work and EAP writing.
Photo Peach  Have students create themed stories and leave comments for each other. Used by teachers for some time now. 
Shidonni  A virtual world for young children. They can create imaginary worlds and animals, play games and interact with each other.
Sliderocket  Create a stunning-looking PowerPoint-style multimedia presentation which can then be viewed and shared online. A great way to introduce topics in the classroom.
 eyePlorer Use this tool to develop digital literacy. Used by a number of teachers from preschool to high school seniors. 
 Go!Animate  Takes story telling using online cartoon strip makers a little bit further by allowing students to spark life into characters and create short animations. A super tool to foster creativity and engage students.
 Animoto  Teachers and their students can upload pictures and sounds and create professional looking videos which can then be downloaded and shared online. Promote enthusiasm to less exciting tasks such as extended writing and practicing oral pronunciation. 
 Box.net  You can easily share files using this tool. It is very easy for students to use as well.
Kinder Site Projects  A great resource for Kindergarten teachers. Find educational games, songs & stories made especially for kindergarteners. 
 MakeBeliefsComix  Encourage writing, reading , and storytelling. With this tool, students can create online comics. 
 Hot Potato  An easy tool that’s free to educators. Build your own crosswords, matching exercises, short answer multiple-choice, and jumbled sentences. Makes homework prep a breeze.
 Shwup  With way cool effects, students can build video slideshows with their photos. They can then be embedded into a blog or downloaded as a MP4 video. 
Jamendo A good way to add some music to a class blog. It can also be helpful to introduce music while working with lyrics in the classroom.
Bookr Students and teachers can create their own photo book using this fun tool. Search for images, add text, and get it published. 
 Eyespot: Neat site where users can actually create video mixes online and share them with others. You can add up to 100 clips or photos to a movie as well as add transition and video effects. 
Glogster  Students can create multimedia online posters or “glogs which can then be shared on the internet. This tool can be used to assess both writing and speaking.
Mashface Upload a photo of a famous individual, then uses a webcam to add your voice and lips to that person. This could be perfect for getting into the mind of a famous person being studied in history or other subjects. 
 Mind 42  A free mind map maker with an emphasis on the collaboration. Google instant messenger is built in and if you are a Wikipedia fan there is also an option to attach an article. 
 Slidestory  This tool allows you to record a narration with your slide show. Post on the web for students or classmates to see. 
 Writeboard   A place to create shareable, web-based text documents. Write solo or collaborate with others. 
 Podcasting Tools  A well-done overview about the process of making a podcast. Learn from the beginning to the end and everything in between.
CAST UDL Book Builder  This wonderful and free online tool allows you to create your own interactive "books" to help young readers learn reading strategies to build comprehension. Enter your own text, images, and hints.
 ToonDoo  A web application that allows students to create their own comic strips. Highly motivational, it allows students to express themselves in a more creative way.
  ArtRage 2  You and your students can paint with thinned oils, use wet or dry markers, soften the pencil and control the hardness of the crayon, and much more.
 bubble.us  This easy and free online tool allows you to brainstorm ideas, save your mind map as an image, share with students, and create colorful mind map organizers. 
 Adobe Connect Now Have a 3 person or site conference with this online conferencing system. You can share files, use a whiteboard, and create audio and video. 
 EtherPad It’s easy to use and no password is needed. A shared notepad that lets you store your revisions and synchronize with others. 
 Gabcast  Use this application for podcast creation and hosting sites. You or your students can even use your cell phone to record the podcast.
 Dabbleboard Make whiteboard drawings and graphic organizers in an online space you can share with others. Since more than one computer can work on the whiteboard at a time, students in multiple locations can add to the board at the same time.
 Apple’s Podcasting in Education  K-12 teachers wanting to know how podcasting will enhance the learning environment should first take a look at this site. The main page gives a quick and easy overview of podcasting in the classroom, and provides the steps for podcasting.
Befuddlr Add some fun to your pictures by making them into puzzles using this free site. This easy-to-use, free site offers choices of flickr picture groups to choose from.
 Big Universe  Now, your students can create their own picture books with just a few clicks. Or if you want, you can read countless other books written by students. They also offer publishing of students’ writing.
WiZiQ  Virtual classroom application that is fully equipped with 2-way audio, text chat, whiteboard, PowerPoint and PDF document sharing capabilities.
