“Digital Magic”  EduCon 2.4 - January 27–29, 2012  Philadelphia
Outline:

1. Intro

2. OK- Download Word doc         www.drhowie.com
A. Select a recorder for the collaboration connections
B. Select a facilitator to guide your conversation

3. Guidelines - Groups-

EduCon 2.4    *My goals are as follows:


1.  Keep the conversation moving and to push participants’ thinking by using “probing questions”.

2. The consensus of the group will decide the collaboration format. ( TodaysMeet-TitanPAd-GoogleDocs  )

3.  If possible arrange the room so that participants can work in small groups of about 5-8 people.

4.  Provide interaction during the session. 

5.  Provide for exploring ideas and ensuring that everyone has a chance to have their voice heard.

6.  Provide an open discussion to bring out some of the big ideas that were discussed in the smaller groups.

7.  Allow opportunities to share “Best Practices”

8.  Capture the conversation via Wiki, or Google Docs or Primary pad TitanPad orTodaysMeet or Zoho Suite.

9.  Allow opportunities for each group to share and displays their work at the end of the session. 

*Thanks and credit to “Overview of Protocols for Conversations” provided by Chris Lehmann  

4. OK >>> Backchannel questions
a.  BACKCHANNEL – Checked OK
http://todaysmeet.com/educon2


Two Guiding questions
QA-B.  How do we engage the digital learner?(Group A-B

QC-D.  How to we preparing students for jobs that don’t yet exist? ?(Group C-D
Everyone Comment PLEASE
Sample: We engage learners by….. 
Sample: We prepare students by….
5. Record NAMES in BACKCHANNEL 
>>>>  Leader will inform you which one to use

a.  1 from each group can log in
b. Put your full name under a COLOR
c.  Put names and e-mail in LIST under your GROUP
Group A:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
http://willyou.typewith.me/p/educon2           OK

===================================
http://beta.primarypad.com/p/educon2          OK

===================================

http://titanpad.com/educon2                          OK

======================================

http://piratepad.net/educon2                          OK

===========================

http://titanpad.com/educonmagic    BLOCKED
OR --OK  Record NAMES  >>> USE THIS FOR NAMES 

Alternate A : If above is blocked
GOOGLE DOCS HERE:

LINK HERE:   http://bit.ly/educonmagic
LINK HERE:   http://bit.ly/zY4HIB
OR  - Alternate B : If above is blocked
CHECKED OK      http://todaysmeet.com/educon1 
LINK HERE:   http://bit.ly/zY4HIB
6. Group discussion questions – A-B-C-D-E- Tables
A. What does it mean to prepare our students for the 21st Century?

B. How is what your students learning pertinent to today’s world?

C.  Will what you are teaching your students help them be successful in today’s global economy?

D.  What are you doing that is innovative?
>>> 4 from each group can type at one time
Put your full name under a COLOR
http://willyou.typewith.me/p/educon2           OK

===================================
http://beta.primarypad.com/p/educon2          OK

===================================

http://titanpad.com/educon2                          OK

======================================

http://piratepad.net/educon2                          OK

===========================

http://titanpad.com/educonmagic    BLOCKED
7. Summary-report to ALL- A-B-C-D- 
i. (2 min each group)
ii. Select someone to report to the larger group

A. What does it mean to prepare our students for the 21st Century?
B. B. How is what your students learning pertinent to today’s world?
C. Will what you are teaching your students help them be successful in today’s global economy?
D. What are you doing that is innovative?

8. ALT if TIME- Latest and greatest WEB 2 tools from your group

a. Decide on 3 and put in 
b. http://titanpad.com/educonmagic2
c.  4 from each group can type at one time
d. Put your full name under a COLOR
9. Session: DIGITAL MAGIC -Magic utilizes ways of understanding, experiencing and influencing the world
-----------------------------------------------
mag·ic---Magic has been practiced in many cultures, and utilizes ways of understanding, experiencing and influencing the world somewhat akin to those offered by religion, though it is sometimes regarded as more focused on achieving results than religious worship.[2] Magic is often viewed with suspicion by the wider community, and is commonly practiced in isolation and secrecy.[3]  The other view sees magic as a collaboration with spirits who cause the effect.[5]
the art of producing a desired effect or result through the use of incantation or various other techniques that presumably assure human control of supernatural agencies or the forces of nature. 
5. power or influence exerted through this art: a wizard of great magic. 
mag·ic/ˈmajik/   The power of apparently influencing the course of events by using mysterious or supernatural forces.

--------------------------

10. NETS (National Educational Technology Standards)
NETS for Students 
A. Creativity and Innovation- Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge, and develop innovative products and processes using technology. 
B. Creativity and Innovation - Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge, and develop innovative products and processes using technology. 
C. Research and Information Fluency- Students apply digital tools to gather, evaluate, and use information. 
D. Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making - Students use critical thinking skills to plan and conduct research, manage projects, solve problems, and make informed decisions using appropriate digital tools and resources. 
E. Technology Operations and Concepts - Students demonstrate a sound understanding of technology concepts, systems, and operations. 
F. Digital Citizenship - Students understand human, cultural, and societal issues related to technology and practice legal and ethical behavior.
NETS for Teachers 
A. Facilitate and Inspire Student Learning and Creativity 

B. Design and Develop Digital-Age Learning Experiences and Assessments

C. Model Digital-Age Work and Learning

D. Promote and Model Digital Citizenship and Responsibility

E. Engage in Professional Growth and Leadership
11. So where do we fit the “RUBRIC” in?????

12.  COLLABORATION Project
 
Guidelines- Groups:
1. Select 2 recorders for “Google Docs”
2. Select a facilitator to guide your conversation
3.  Group provides input on selected WEB sites to put in each of the NETS  categories

4. Locate the NETS listing in the GOOGLE DOC

5. Must list the WEB site under the NETS standard FIRST
a. Grade Level – IE Primary – Elementary – Secondary

b. Or   K-3  or K-5  or Middle School  or 7-12 etc
c. then the web site address
i. NOTE you can copy and paste from listings provided in this MASTER Word DOC
d. ADD short 10-15 word description
SAMPLE:
Creativity and Innovation 
K-3  or K-5  or Middle School  or 7-12 etc
Glogster     Glogster.EDU    http://edu.glogster.com/
Teachers and students can create interactive posters for research, websites, presentations, reflection, 

GOOGLE DOCS HERE:
LINK HERE:   http://bit.ly/educonmagic 
LINK HERE:   http://bit.ly/zY4HIB
OR   https://docs.google.com/document/d/1igv529KPgKed2ozZQHxenYxcufrUsofiTm0kiGyLkRg/edit
30 TOPICS-Groups

1. Backchannel – Communication

2. Online Learning

3. Rubric

4. Collaboration - Wiki

5. Collaboration - Google

6. Collaboration - ZOHO

7. Critical Thinking

8. Problem Solving

9. Creativity

10. Communication

11. Visual Literacy

12. Presentation

13. Information Literacy
14. Global Projects

15. Global Collaboration
16. PLN
17. Social Media

18. Maps-Google Earth

19. Audio-Video

20. Drawing-Graphics-Animation

21. PBL

22. Projects

23. Language Arts

24. Social Studies

25. Math

26. Science

27. Fine Arts

28. Health-PE

29. Resources

30. Utilities

31. Mobile
Annual list of favorite sites of the year. I hope everybody enjoys the read and has as much fun reading it as I did creating it!  David Kapuler is an educational consultant with more than 10 years of experience working in the K-12 environment. For more information about his work, contact him at dkapuler@gmail.com 
--------------------------------------------------------

Samples BELOW
Backchannel – Communication
TitanPad: Now with Private Space | Technology for Educators
TitanPad allows you to quickly collaborate. Create a public pad, copy the URL, and email it to your collaborators. They follow the link, then just ...
http://titanpad.com/
BACKCHANNEL -  http://todaysmeet.com/educon2
Online Learning
Rubric
Collaboration – Wiki
Collaboration – Google
Collaboration - ZOHO

Critical Thinking

Critical Thinking - Problem Solving
    http://www.teach-nology.com/worksheets/critical_thinking/
 
Teach Critical Thinking Skills

Study: Many college students are not learning to think critically. Many of the students graduated without knowing how to determine  fact from opinion.

Software =   Learn how to report and predict the weather at the underground W.H.E.D. weather caves! 

Web site = http://www.edheads.org

HYPERLINK "http://heroesprojectusa.com/"
/
http://www.edheads.org/activities/weather/index.shtml
Free Critical Thinking Worksheets
http://www.teach-nology.com/worksheets/critical_thinking/
Graphic Organizers
Language Arts
Math Worksheets
Science
Social Studies
Holidays
Critical Thinking
Critical Thinking Exercise : 
        Tour Guide for an Alien

Assigned the task of conducting a tour for aliens who are visiting earth and observing human life. 

http://homeworktips.about.com/od/paperassignments/a/Critical-Thinking-Exercises.htm
Riding in a blimp

Float over a professional baseball stadium. 

One of your aliens looks down and becomes very confused, so you tell him that there is a game going on.
Try to answer the following questions for him

1.   What is a game?

2. What is a team?
3.   Why are there no female players?

4.   Why do people get so passionate watching other people play games?

5.   Why can't the people in the seats just go down on the field and join in?
http://www.teach-nology.com/worksheets/critical_thinking/

Problem Solving

Edheads helps students learn through educational games and activities designed to meet state and national standards. 

http://www.edheads.org/ 

Edheads brings you high quality, free educational activities for your classroom
Edheads helps students learn through educational games and activities designed to meet state and national standards. We partner with various school systems in the United States, which help us research, design and test our activities every step of the way!
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Skills
http://www.edheads.org/
MagicPen 

Shapes you draw-affected by three basic principles: gravity, friction, and inertia. 

Physics. Drawn shapes will fall to the ground, bump against each other, and sit still unless acted upon by another moving shape. 

Draw any object you please, but Magic Pen automatically smooths out jagged edges into a more block-like shape. Game is mouse-driven-click and start drawing.

PLAY:  http://jayisgames.com/archives/2008/04/magic_pen.php
Game Instructions  http://www.bubblebox.com/play/puzzle/975.htm

One of the most genius games ever. 

Magic Pen Instructions -Worksheet 
Magic Pen Walkthrough
http://hoodamath.com/worksheets/#magicpen


Magic Pen Walkthrough
http://hoodamath.com/games/walkthroughs/magicpen.php


Questionaut 
Journey through strange worlds and test your knowledge of English, Maths and Science

Magical mission-recover your friend’s hat.

Analysis: Questionaut has enough wonder and imagination here for gamers of all ages. 

Each level is a self-contained environment Questionaut Walkthrough Guide, Review, Discussion, Hints and Tips  http://jayisgames.com/archives/2008/03/questionaut.php
PLAY-CLICK BELOW:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks2bitesize/games/questionaut

HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks2bitesize/games/questionaut/"
/
Creativity

Tinkering School

Gever Tulley teaches life lessons through tinkering

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hvHViFc0ekw 
Kids can be trusted

No tests

No set curriculum

Real tools

Immersed

Offer them time

Figure things out

Fooling around

Making things

Real plans

Building

Hands on

Completed projects

Celebrate failures

Analyze

Problems become puzzles

New approach

If Abraham Lincoln Had An iPod
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=100675699

What kind of music would he be listening to ??

Word Lens:   http://questvisual.com/


Word Lens Translates Words Inside of Images. Yes Really.

Ever been confused at a restaurant in a foreign country and wish you could just scan your menu with your iPhone and get an instant translation? Well as of today you are one step closer thanks to Word Lens from QuestVisual. 
Projects for classrooms-Storytelling in 20 photos... 
http://belladebilsjourney.blogspot.com/2011/04/storytelling-in-30-photos-part-1.html
Leila's Blog - Emerald City Girl 

My Journey
http://belladebilsjourney.blogspot.com/2011/04/storytelling-in-30-photos-part-1.html
1. Someone I spend  alot of time with

2. A picture of myself 

﻿3. A picture of someone in my family 
4. A picture of something that makes me happy 
5. An old picture of myself 
6. A picture of a sibling 

7. Class photo 
8. A random photo of you and your significant other 

9. A picture I havent posted online before 
10. A relative of mine 
11. Someone I tell everything to 

12.  A picture from my everyday life

13. A picture from a place I love

14. A picture that reminds me of old times

15. A picture from a great night

16. An unusual picture

17. A picture of my spare time

18. A picture of people who are closest to me

19. A picture of someone who is always there

20. A picture of a time in life I miss

Glogster     Glogster.EDU 

Lesson ideas to foster creativity and higher order thinking skills 

Teachers and students can create interactive posters for research, websites, presentations, reflection, 

Let’s make a “GLOG”

Glogster     Glogster.EDU   http://edu.glogster.com/
Sample Glogster Projects

The Moon

http://tehescmarts.edu.glogster.com/
The 2011 Japan Tsunami

http://tehescmarts.edu.glogster.com/the-2011-japan-tsunami/?w1
Picasso

http://claudiawjohnson.edu.glogster.com/picasso/?w1
Bubbl – http://bubbl.us 

What is it?

Bubbl.us is a simple and free web application that lets you brainstorm online.

Why use bubbl.us?

Because you can:

Create colorful mind maps online

Share and work with friends

Embed your mind map in your blog or website

Email and print your mind map

Save your mind map as an image

And it's FREE!

Smore - Smore is a site that reminds me a lot of Glogster for creating interactive posters/flyers.

Draw Island - One of the better digital art sites to come around.  Draw Island allows a user to create a custom drawing and then even animate it.

FunnelBrain -  Great site for creating flashcards and quizzes and joining teams for studying.

Fauxflash - A great site for creating flash cards and studying.  Also, there are lots of different study decks to browse through on a number of different subjects.

Communication

Skype in the Classroom - Designed for education, this site brings teachers, projects and resources together from all around the world.  This is a free site designed for video conferencing and global learning.

Big Marker - A free web conferencing community that is ideal for educators and students.  This is a great place to create a private room for collaboration and document sharing.

Visual Literacy

Little Bird Tales - A site that has been getting quite a bit of press lately for digital storytelling.  This is a great site for elementary students looking to create a story, add their art work, and even record their voice.

Tabblo -  Nice site for digital storytelling created by HP.  The finished project can be shared with others or viewed in a slideshow.

Story Something - A fun and great interactive storytelling site for kids.  This is a great place for kids to read along with stories and interact with them.

ThumbScribes - A new (beta) site for creating collaborative digital stories on a number of different things, such as poems, stories, songs, etc.  Once a piece has been created it can then be voted on by other members.

Story Time for Me - Excellent site for grade K-2 where interactive stories are read to kids by professional actors.

15 Best Image Search Engines to Find Photos Online http://www.quickonlinetips.com/archives/2008/01/find-best-photo-image-search-engines-online/
Presentation

SliderRocket EDU - A great site to creating stunning presentations for schools.

WebSlides -  Site powered by Diigo that turns bookmarks into a interactive slideshow.

Slidestaxx - An excellent site for creating beautiful social media slideshows.

Knovio - Great site for making slideshows by syncing audio to a powerpoint.  This is ideal for those that like to create Pecha Kucha presentations.

Present.me - This is a wonderful site for uploading a Powerpoint presentation and then adding a narration.  The finished product is quite nice, as it shows both the narrator and presentation in a side by side window.

Projeqt - A very user-friendly site that is great for creating nice visual presentations.

Concept Board - An ideal site for creating an interactive whiteboard with many features, such as screen capture, mobility, etc.

PhotoShow - Create stunning slideshows with this very easy-to-use site.

Zoho Show 3.0

http://www.zoho.com/show/demo.html
The all-new Zoho Show 3.0 comes with a rich user interface that lets you create impact, not just presentations. Engage your audience and get your ideas across in a visually appealing way. 

 Kerpoof 

http://www.kerpoof.com/
For Teachers - Kerpoof Scholastics™
EDUCATOR VERSION
Teacher Accounts - Kerpoof offers educators the ability to register students and arrange them into classes. Students may chat with each other, ...

http://www.kerpoof.com/teach
 Integration ideas-Kerpoof and lesson plans 

http://www.kerpoof.com/teach?c=lesson_plans 

Lesson plans have been created for a wide range of grades (pre-K and up) and fulfill state and national standards. Check back often for new additions, or sign up for our free newsletter.

The Plot Thickens... (grades 3-6) (PDF) 

Patterns (Pre-K - grade 2) (PDF) 

Visual Thesaurus (grades 4-6) (PDF) 

Biz Movie Sneak Peek (grades 3-8) 


Visit the BizWorld BizMovie curriculum. 
Lesson Plan (PDF)     Worksheet (PDF) 

Information Literacy

Springo Kids - A fun visual search engine for kids where results are given in thumbnails.

Kideos - A great site to find safe videos for kids that are organized by age level and abide by COPPA compliance.

Global-Collaboration

Gnowledge - One of the best collaborative quiz/test creation sites around.  This excellent-looking site should be a mainstay for years to come.

Webspiration Classroom - A wonderful site by the creators of Inspiration, designed for grades 5 thru 12.  An ideal site for collaborating, brainstorming, and creating outlines with a web 2.0 interface.

PikiFriends - This is a great site for online pen pals to teach web 2.0 skills to students in a safe filtered environment.  Teachers have lots of control over student accounts and an abundance of resources to show how to implement PikiFriends into their curriculum.

Boom Writer - A unique site for students to collaboratively write online in a safe environment.

K12 Advantage -   Wonderful site for educational resources, built around a social network for collaborating and sharing.

WhoTeaches - A new (beta) network designed to bring students, parents, and educators together. This is done through collaboration with the ability to share documents and create groups. Also, this site offers high level education for online learners looking for tutors or to study.

Diipo -  A wonderful new (beta) social network that is similar to Moodle and Gaggle. This network prides itself on being social networking for "your" class. This allows for teachers and students to not only collaborate with themselves online through texting and blogging, but also collaborate with others.

Global-Projects

Maps-Google Earth

Audio- Video

Sound Cloud - An innovative site for creating, recording, and sharing audio/sounds for free.  This is an ideal way to share, embed, and document lessons and lectures.

PodOmatic - An excellent site for creating podcasts and adding audio via iTunes.

Huffduffer - A great site for creating podcasts from audio links from around the web.

Video

Watch Know - An excellent place to find free educational videos for students.  This is a very easy site to navigate as everything is categorized by subject and rated for age appropriate levels.

Muvee Cloud - Redesign of the popular video/presentation site Shwup.  This site is very easy to use and has a nice polished look and great for creating projects with photos and videos.  Best of all, Muvee Cloud is free for educators and students.

YouTube Teachers -  Wonderful site designed to help teachers use educational videos in the classroom.

Study Stream - Wonderful site for learning a foreign language with the use of videos, articles, and blogs.

Grockit Answers -  Cool new (beta) site for interacting with educational YouTube videos.  This is done by creating a public or private question/answer session around a video.

Embed Plus - An innovative way to edit YouTube videos.  It's like having DVD controls right at your finger tips.

VuSafe - This site is a wonderful way to show pre-approved videos in a safe environment.  Also, this site works well on mobile devices and is CIPA compliant.

Fresh Brain - This is a neat site for educators and students for creating technology projects, such as a game or YouTube video.

Watch2gether - Great way to watch YouTube videos with others via a text chat.

We Video - A great site for creating collaborative videos.

Drawing-Graphics-Animation

Jellycam - A free download for a Mac or PC for making stop motion animation.

GameUp - A fun site from the creators of Brain Pop for educational games.  These games are focused on Brain Pop's highly popular animated lessons.

PikiKids - A fun site for creating online digital comics.

PBL (Project Based Learning)
Project Based Learning-STEM

STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics. 

All play an integral part in the teaching of the whole. The science, engineering, and mathematics fields are made complete by the technology component that provides a creative and innovative way to problem solve and apply what has been learned. 

http://www.google.com/patents

Connecting STEM and Arts (TEAMS) to Spur U.S. Innovation: Part 1 ...
www.edutopia.org/blogs/connecting-stem-arts-jim-brazell
Jul 30, 2010 – The first in a five part series on the integration of arts in STEM education by guest blogger Jim Brazell.

Projects

Create a Voki to tell your story
 Voki Lesson Plans

>>>>  Integration ideas for Voki 

One teacher of a Spanish class introduced Voki to the class to facilitate the learning process. After encouraging students to write a small description of 80 - 100 words on their home town, students were given time with the software to create their own Voki using the Spanish description. Here is one of their examples:    Lesson plan - http://www.boxoftricks.net/?p=104 

More Examples -   http://www.asisehace.net/blog/?tag=voki
Use VoiceThread

   http://voicethread.com/
http://voicethread.com/#q.b45226.i236813


Three Minute Tales
Tell a three-five minute story, most of us stumble. 

Writing a 500-word story "strikes at the very heart of the short story as a project, which is to get something going rapidly.“

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=105685925
Sample - 3 minute Stories
The Little Old Man That Dreamed He Could Fly

.

Magpie and His Blackberry Pie 

Round 6 Stories


Send us original works of fiction

One of the characters tells a joke

One of the characters cries 

Our Round 6 winner was "A Saint And A Criminal" by Lauri Anderson.

http://www.npr.org/2011/04/03/133542373/a-saint-and-a-criminal
Animation-ish  -  FableVision 
http://www.fablevisionstudios.com/project.php?id=9
Animate your drawings in minutes. 

Simple-to-use tools

Engaging design

Multiple levels 

Fun, rewarding experience

 Users are led through three optional levels of increasing animation skill. Wiggledoodle-ish allows the user to draw, trace, and animate with three frames. Flipbook-ish allows the user to create animation using an infinite number of frames and higher-level tool sets. Advanced-ish introduces the mover tool, which allows for more complex animations using foregrounds and backgrounds.

Sample Lessons & Activities
Political Cartoon 

Age Span: 13-18 -Time Allotment: 30 Minutes

 
Curriculum Alignment: 
Social Studies/History/Government

Standards: The National Standards for History

Understands recent developments in foreign and domestic politics. 

Understands economic, social, and cultural developments in contemporary United States. 

All students, given the Animation-Ish program, will create a political cartoon based on a current event. 

Instructions for Activity:

 Grades   6 – 12  |  Student Interactive  |  Inquiry & Analysis


Hero’s Journey
Elements of the hero's journey

Analyze a text

Follows the hero's journey pattern

Start creating a hero story of their own

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/hero-journey-30069.html
User Guide-FableVision Learning
 Animation-ish 
Classroom Edition User's Guide 
Please click on the button below to download the User's Guide PDF.  

http://www.fablevision.com/pdfs/animationish_users_guide.pdf
GoAnimate 

Takes story telling using online cartoon strip makers

Allowing students to spark life into characters

Create short animations

Tool to foster creativity and engage students.

http://goanimate.com/


Creating Comic Books - How To Create Comic Books 

Can you make Cartoons?

Create a Comic Book. 

Each student can turn a book, or part of it, into a comic book

Complete with comic-style illustrations and dialogue bubbles. 

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/comic/
Inventive Thinking and Creativity

http://inventors.about.com/od/lessonplans/a/creativity_2.htm 

 INVENTION FACTS & MYTHS
We have selected some of the most interesting stories and fascinating facts about inventions and innovations from around the world. Each invention shed some light on the good intentions of the inventor and their quest to improve the quality of life. 

http://www.ideafinder.com/history/index.html
The Invention Facts are organized alphabetically by invention title. Pick any letter in this invention listing and you will find an array of interesting and revealing information. 

A
InventionInventor

Abacus Chinese

Adding Machine

HYPERLINK "http://www.ideafinder.com/history/inventors/pascal.htm"
Blaise Pascal 

Air BrakeGeorge Westinghouse
Air ConditionerWillis Haviland Carrier
Airplane

HYPERLINK "http://www.ideafinder.com/history/inventors/wrightB.htm"
Wright brothers
Airplane EngineCharles Taylor
Alevanderson alternatorErnst Alexanderson
Analytical EngineCharles Babbage
Arc Lighting SystemCharles Brush
Aspirin

HYPERLINK "http://www.ideafinder.com/history/inventors/hoffmann.htm"
Felix Hoffman

HYPERLINK "http://www.ideafinder.com/history/inventions/assbline.htm"
Assembly Line

HYPERLINK "http://www.ideafinder.com/history/inventors/olds.htm"
Ransom Olds
Atanasoff Berry ComputerJohn Vincent Atanasoff
AutomobileKarl Benz

Avon Cosmetics

HYPERLINK "http://www.ideafinder.com/history/inventors/mcconnell.htm"
David H. McConnell
The Real Meaning of Words
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DachRQNBGP8
Creative Writing - Communication

Storybirds 

Short, visual stories that you make with family and friends to read, share and print. 

http://storybird.com/


ZooBurst 

www.zooburst.com
ZooBurst is a digital storytelling tool that lets anyone easily create his or her own 3D pop-up books. Sign up! Learn More. Premium ZooBurst accounts are ...

Mapskip

http://www.mapskip.com/
makes the world a canvas for our stories and photos

 create a weave of stories about the places in our lives 

MapSkip

And many of our stories are about places. 

Where we fell in love, had the dream vacation, took that great picture or, well, joined the rebellion. 

Many other places that anchor our lives - where we live, eat, work and have fun.

 Exploring the world through shared stories and pictures about all the places in our lives.
Language Arts

Social Studies

NBC Learn - An interesting site aligned to state standards for implementing K-12 resources, such as historic videos and current events.

Time Search - Innovative site for searching for events on a timeline.  Great for history teachers/students looking for events of a specific time.

Weaving History -  New site that is great for making timelines based on history.

Better Lesson - Free social network, ideal for educators. 1000s of resources can be found here as well as collaborating with other educators to find out what teaching strategies work best.

Tiki-Toki - Wonderful new web app for creating stunning-looking timelines.

Math

Science

Resources

Study Ladder - One of the fastest-growing sites around, with lots of educational resources such as games, worksheets, and lesson plans.

Useful Charts - A wonderful collection of charts on any number of subjects.

Much Enough - An excellent site for educators to teach any subject online (webcam) and charge what they want.

iCharts - A great site for creating an online interactive chart, either from scratch or a spreadsheet.

Study Blue - A great site for making flashcards and notes.  Also, with its newly designed mobile app it makes studying a treat, with the ability to study anywhere or anytime.

Primary Wall -  Similar to Wall Wisher with an educational portal.  A paid account filters those "walls" (interactive bulletin boards) which are very easy to create.  Also, there are lots of free educational resources to be found for lesson plans and ideas.

Class Parrot - A safe way for teachers to text students with the option to add parents as well.

Paper Rater -  Free site that checks for grammar, spelling, proof reading, and plagiarism.

Sophia - A new (beta) social network for education. Lots of great features can be found here, including free lesson plans, private group (study) creation, and online tutoring.

Planbook EDU - A great site/app for creating lesson plans on the web.  More features are available with a paid account, such as attaching files and embedding into a site.

Lesson Writer - Nice site for teachers to create a lesson and save them online.

ProProfs - A great "all in one" site for education that allows users to create quizzes, flashcards, polls, etc.

Slime Kids -  Fun site that has lots to offer elementary students such as: book reviews, games, trailers, etc.

Quicklyst - A cool site for taking notes and studying on a mobile device.

Catch - One of my favorite new sites to come around for taking notes is Catch.  Catch allows a user to capture anything on a site, such as text, audio or photos, and share with others.  Ideal for those with mobile devices.

Ptable -  Wonderful interactive periodic table.  This tables displays all the elements and links them to Wikipedia, which makes it handy for studying.

Schoology -  Content management system similar to Moople or Moodle.  While this is a free site, a paid subscription gets users more features.

Fish Smarty - A terrific new site for online learning through games, digital comics, and coloring. Also, there is an educational portal that's ideal for student tracking.

Plagiarisma - Great site to check to see if an item/document is being plagiarized.

Moople - A nice site that is designed to help educators and students with online learning.  Users of Moodle or Blackboard should have a nice feel for what this site is all about.

Scrumblr - Create a fun interactive board with online sticky notes.

Class Dojo - Bring old-school verbal feedback to the 21st Century with this nice online behavior management system.

19 Pencils - An ideal site for creating quizzes and websites with student tracking.

Popplet - A graphic organizer that is great for brainstorming, creating mindmaps, outlines, etc.

Study Boost - A great way to study with others using a mobile device.

Learn 360 - A site that is a cheaper alternative to Discovery Streaming.  Learn 360 is ideal for streaming/downloading videos, creating digital content and more.

Memidex - Excellent free online dictionary/thesaurus.  Find out the origin of words and other interesting facts.

CK-12 - A great site for free digital textbooks that are aligned to state standards.

TXTNLRN -  Very innovative site that teaches through the use of text messaging.  All enrollment is done via a text message and great for those wanting to learn at their own pace and try something new.

APPitic - A terrific site for finding educational apps.  There are over 1300 apps reviewed by Apple Distinguished Educators.

Word Hippo - An excellent online dictionary and translator as well.

Mind Leap- A great site for finding and reviewing educational apps on a five-star system for grades PreK - MS.

Quizilla - A terrific site for kids ages 13 and up for creating and sharing quizzes, stories, poems, and polls.

Study Shuffle - A wonderful site for creating flashcards that allows for student tracking.

LearnBoost - An excellent free online gradebook that is similar to Powerschool.  Not only can a teacher do grades online, but there is student tracking, Google Apps integration, lesson plan creation, and more.

Yaca Paca - An interesting site that is free for students and teachers.  This is ideal for online assessments and allows teachers to create quizzes, surveys, and more.

iGrade Plus - A nice online gradebook with lots of features such as: attendance, grade management, parent notifications, etc.  Also, there are different price options depending on what features best suits your needs.

Desmos - A cool new site for creating interactive lessons for education.

Webdoc -  A cool new (beta) site for creating multimedia type blog posts with comments.

Study Egg - An innovative site for helping students learn a given subject.

Tutor Hub - A community where students can find an online tutor who sets his or her own rates.

Frabroom - A free online museum with lots of nice features, such as interactive books and games.

Study Stack - Excellent site for creating flashcards and studying with educational games.  Study Stack has a nice mobile app as well.

aMap - An interesting site for creating a visual debate and then embedding into a site.

Utilities

PLN-(social Media

Google+ - A great social network and alternative to Facebook.  Google+ really shines with its control and visually stunning video chat (hangouts) features.

Dweeber - This is a social network designed for students looking to collaborate on homework.

TeachAde - Social network designed for educators to share educational resources.

ASCD Edge - An educational social network with over 25,000 members.  Members can create their own blog and share news via real-time newsfeed.

edWeb - A wonderful social network where educators can browse through webinars they may want to attend.

Everloop -  An excellent social network that is designed to teach students how to network appropriately. Also, this site is ideal for education as it is being monitored by parents and supported by such organizations such as iSafe.

Mobile

Conduit Mobile - Without a doubt the coolest, most innovative site I came across this year.  This is ideal for bloggers, web designers, or schools in a one-to-one environment who are looking to create a great-looking mobile app for free or share news/homework in a mobile environment.
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