TxDLA Workshop - 2011

16 Power Tools for Lifelong Learners – Hands-on ‘

Day: Wednesday-April 20   Time: 9:00am-12:00pm Location: Bonham C - DiBlasi, Howie

  Abstract: Learn how to keep your students engaged. Find out what it will take to compel students to do things differently and how to engage with ideas, information, and each other. Discover new tools, applications, projects to engage your students as we explore 10 resources that are exclusively for K-12 students.

>>> Criteria for the selected tool and Web links in the workshop:

Lifelong learning, then, can be broken down by age:
· Birth-24 years, formal instruction; nurture by family is strongest

· 25-65 years, occupational and career instruction; experience and problem solving, and improving job skills

· 65+ years, social and intellectual support to society; learning new pastimes

Can I use it in the classroom now ?

Can I use it at home by myself or can a family member use it?

Could I use it in my career, occupation and/or for problem solving, and improving job skills

Can I use it as I grow into my Golden Senior years?
---------------------------------------------------------------------------

PD Tips: Interviews with the experts 
“To be viable going forward, we’ll need to be much more sophisticated in understanding student learning and their increasing use of handhelds, tablets, and Facebook. That’s where they want to get their information, so it’s important we provide it to them through those portals.”
—Fred Bartels, technology coordinator at Rye (NY) Country Day School

“We have an equity problem now because kids have more technology in their pocket than they’re being allowed to use in school. We need to be the leaders on this and ask ‘How do business and politics make good use of these tools?’ It’s not just social. It really does work well for individualized learning.”
—Jack Leiman, instructional technology facilitator at Tacoma (WA) School District

“Teachers no longer cause people to know things. People can know things by just looking for them from a variety of information sources. A teacher, in order to be valuable, has to help that student make meaning of the knowledge or ask them to demonstrate that they’ve made meaning.”
—Renee Jesness, information and technology literacy integration specialist at Minneapolis Public Schools
15 Steps to Cultivate Lifelong Learning   Scott H Young 

Lifelong learning, then, can be broken down by age:

· Birth-24 years, formal instruction; nurture by family is strongest

· 25-65 years, occupational and career instruction; experience and problem solving, and improving job skills

· 65+ years, social and intellectual support to society; learning new pastimes

Read more: http://www.brighthub.com/hubfolio/laurie-patsalides/articles/38286.aspx#ixzz1JWNxQzVi
The question remains then as educators, how do we raise lifelong learners? The answer is, we raise lifelong learners, by being lifelong learners ourselves. In the process we become masters at the craft of teaching. We read, we learn, not at the surface level, but in great depth about the subjects we teach, we have cultural experience and then, the enthusiasm we have about the love of learning will exude from our very being to our students. It is the purposeful, effectual change a teacher can bring to a student's intellectual life. As a teacher, I am only one, of the many "teachers" that will pass through the life of the student; therefore, I must utilize each opportunity to exemplify by my own example, that I too, am a lifelong learner and that I want the same for my students.

Read more: http://www.brighthub.com/hubfolio/laurie-patsalides/articles/38286.aspx#ixzz1JWO8GCqG
Learning is a great activity. 

It expands your viewpoint. It gives you new knowledge you can use to improve your life. Even if you discount the worldly benefits, the act of learning can be a source of enjoyment.

But in a busy world, it can often be hard to fit in time to learn anything that isn’t essential. The only things learned are those that need to be. Everything beyond that is considered frivolous. Even those who do appreciate the practice of lifelong learning, can find it difficult to make the effort.

Here are some tips for installing the habit of lifelong learning:
1) Always have a book. 
It doesn’t matter if it takes you a year or a week to read a book. Always strive to have a book that you are reading through, and take it with you so you can read it when you have time. Just by shaving off a few minutes in-between activities in my day I can read about a book per week. That’s at least fifty each year.
2) Keep a “To-Learn” List
We all have to-do lists. These are the tasks we need to accomplish. Try to also have a “to-learn” list. On it you can write ideas for new areas of study. Maybe you would like to take up a new language, learn a skill or read the collective works of Shakespeare. Whatever motivates you, write it down.
3) Get More Intellectual Friends
Start spending more time with people who think. Not just people who are smart. But people who actually invest much of their time in learning new skills. Their habits will rub off on you. Even better, they will probably share some of their knowledge with you.
4) Guided Thinking
Albert Einstein once said, “Any man who reads too much and uses his own brain too little falls into lazy habits of thinking.” Simply studying the wisdom of others isn’t enough, you have to think through ideas yourself. Spend time journaling, meditating or contemplating over ideas you have learned.

5) Put it Into Practice
Skill based learning is useless if it isn’t applied. Reading a book on C++ isn’t the same thing as writing a program. Studying painting isn’t the same as picking up a brush. If your knowledge can be applied, put it into practice.
6) Teach Others
You learn what you teach. If you have an outlet of communicating ideas to others, you are more likely to solidify that learning. Start a blog, mentor someone or even discuss ideas with a friend.
7) Clean Your Input
Some forms of learning are easy to digest, but often lack substance. I make a point of regularly cleaning out my feed reader for blogs I subscribe to. Great blogs can be a powerful source of new ideas. But every few months I realize I’m collecting posts from blogs that I am simply skimming. Every few months, purify your input to save time and focus on what counts.
8 ) Learn in Groups
Lifelong learning doesn’t mean condemning yourself to a stack of dusty textbooks. Join organizations that teach skills. Workshops and group learning events can make educating yourself a fun, social experience.
9) Unlearn Assumptions
You can’t add water to a full cup. I always try to maintain a distance away from any idea. Too many convictions simply mean too few paths for new ideas. Actively seek out information that contradicts your worldview.
10) Find Jobs that Encourage Learning
Pick a career that encourages continual learning. If you are in a job that doesn’t have much intellectual freedom, consider switching to one that does. Don’t spend forty hours of your week in a job that doesn’t challenge you.
11) Start a Project
Set out to do something you don’t know how. Forced learning in this way can be fun and challenging. If you don’t know anything about computers, try building one. If you consider yourself a horrible artist, try a painting.
12) Follow Your Intuition
Lifelong learning is like wandering through the wilderness. You can’t be sure what to expect and there isn’t always an end goal in mind. Letting your intuition guide you can make self-education more enjoyable. Most of our lives have been broken down to completely logical decisions, that making choices on a whim has been stamped out.
13) The Morning Fifteen
Use the first fifteen minutes of your morning as a period for education. If you find yourself too groggy, you might want to wait a short time. Just don’t put it off later in the day where urgent activities will push it out of the way.
14) Reap the Rewards
Learn information you can use. Understanding the basics of programming allows me to handle projects that other people would require outside help. Meeting a situation that makes use of your educational efforts can be a source of pride.
15) Make it a Priority
Few external forces are going to persuade you to learn. The desire has to come from within. Once you decide you want to make lifelong learning a habit, it is up to you to make it a priority in your life.

============================

1. >>> 10 Power Tools for Lifelong Learners
by Dan Colman 

These collections are all free, and can be downloaded to your computers and mp3 players. 

When you add it all together, you will find thousands of hours of free educational content here from quality sources. 

· Free Audio Books:  

· http://www.openculture.com/freeaudiobooks
· This page contains a vast number of free audio books, including many classic works of fiction, non-fiction, and poetry. Jane Austen, Arthur Conan Doyle, F. Scott Fitzgerald, James Joyce, Kafka, Shakespeare, Orwell and much more. You can download them all straight to your computer or mp3 player, then listen any time. (On a related note, you might want to see our list of Life-Changing Books, according to our readers.)

· Free Courses from Major Universities: 

· http://www.openculture.com/freeonlinecourses
· This list brings together over 250 free courses from leading universities, including Stanford, Yale, MIT, UC Berkeley, Oxford and beyond. Theses full-fledged courses range across the humanities, social sciences, and sciences, including computer science. The page is a gold mine for lifelong learners.

· Free Foreign Language Lessons:

· http://www.openculture.com/freelanguagelessons
·  Centralized in one place are free lessons that will teach you 37 languages. Spanish, French, Italian, Mandarin, English, Japanese, Russian, Dutch, even Finnish and Esperanto — they’re all free and portable.

· Ideas & Culture Programs/Podcasts: 

· http://www.openculture.com/2006/11/arts_culture_po.html
·  In this one collection, we have gathered together some of the most intellectually stimulating programs available via podcast. The programs will keep you thinking and culturally up-to-date, as will our collection of science podcasts. All can be downloaded straight to your mp3 player.

· The Best Intelligent Video Sites: 

· http://www.openculture.com/intelligentvideo
· Where can you go to find intelligent video? We have listed 46 web sites that feature a steady stream of intelligent content: documentaries, lectures, educational programming and much more.

· Smart YouTube Collections:

· http://www.openculture.com/smartyoutube
It’s hard to separate the wheat from the chaff on YouTube. But we have done it. Here you will find upwards of 100 YouTube channels that regularly serve up smart video content.
· Our YouTube Picks: 

· http://www.youtube.com/profile?user=oculture#grid/favorites
· Over the past few years, we have featured several hundred YouTube videos on Open Culture. And some of the best ones we have brought together in our own YouTube channel. You can subscribe to this collection and watch new videos as we add them.

· Great Classic Movies: 

· http://www.openculture.com/freemoviesonline
· Our new movie collection features landmark films for the student of cinema. Here, you’ll find numerous Chaplin films from the silent era, 12 Alfred Hitchcock films, and many other great works from the 1920s, 30, 40s and 50s. You’ll even find some great contemporary films as well. Many of the great American directors are represented here.

· Classical Music and Jazz: 

· http://www.openculture.com/2006/10/music_podcast_collection_-_classical_jazz_and_rock.html
· This collection features free music by Bach, Mozart, Beethoven, Wagner, Yo Yo Ma and more. And if you care to scroll down, you will also find a plentiful list of jazz podcasts.

· Open Culture iPhone App: 

· http://itunes.apple.com/app/open-culture/id316732790?mt=8
· A little something special for iPhone users. When you download our free iPhone app, you can take with you, wherever you go, many of the items listed above. Free Audio Books, Free University Courses, Free Language Lessons, Music and Science Podcasts, etc. Give it a try and tell a friend. Note, that per Apple’s requirements, you will need access to Wi-Fi.

2. >>> Researchers- 

What do 4 of these search engines have in common?

•Google   
•Yahoo! 

•Bing
•Ask  

•AOL Search
3.>>> Google Alternatives: Q- Why Should You Use Them ?
· FactBites         http://www.factbites.com/
Quintura     http://quintura.com/ 
· Clusty (aka 'Yippy')   Clusty Search    http://clusty.com/ 
· Wolfram-Alpha   http://www.wolframalpha.com/
Duck Duck Go   http://duckduckgo.com/
· NoodleQuest - http://www.noodletools.com/noodlequest/

 - http://www.noodletools.com/debbie/literacies/information/5locate/adviceengine.html
4. >>>>>  Learning-Instruction-Collaboration-Screen Capture

· Jing - http://www.jingproject.com 

· Eric Marcos - proportions - http://www.mathtrain.tv
Google Docs - http://docs.google.com
Google Docs for class notes, group projects - http://www.ericmacknight.com/wordpress/?p=67

· Darren Kuropatwa - Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada
· I figured it was time for an update so here's what I've been up to ...
All the workshops I did last year in my day job are housed on my Sr. Years ICT wiki. 
This year I'm doing a similar job in the French sector. My new wiki is called Litteratie avec les TIC. It has some content in both languages. 
My Slidespace is where I share almost all my presentations; all of them that aren't housed on wikis.
· - Scribe of the Day 

· - Scribe Post Hall of Fame Wiki


The Life of Shakespeare - http://web.mac.com/jhoist/iWeb/Site/Course%20Work/449ECE72-CF98-476F-83D6-83A7189481EB.html

Google Docs and Spreadsheets - Google’s  Docs and Spreadsheets ..it’s collaborative. While editing a document, you can invite other people to work on it with you. Windows or Mac, Firefox or Explorer,    https://www.google.com/  

· Class Project: 

( SIX words to define my life…Listen for LOGIN Directions and passwords )

https://docs.google.com/present/edit?id=0AX7OyqN3IUcBZGhzbnBza180N2NuNjljZGRi&hl=en&authkey=CPaGlYcL
5. >>> Skype - http://www.skype.com
Skype Community Comes to the Classroom – from The Journal by David Nagel

Skype has launched a global community for educators called Skype in the classroom.

· http://education.skype.com/
The free service is focused on connecting teachers from around the world to allow them to communicate, collaborate on projects, draw expertise from one another, and share learning materials and best practices. It also serves as a launchpad for connecting students with their peers in classrooms across the planet using Skype video.

According to the company, the service was created "in consultation with the growing number of teachers using Skype to help their students learn." Skype said one of the hurdles these teachers have had to face, though, was simply locating one another, a problem the new service is designed to eliminate.

Said Skype user Kara Cornejo, a fifth-grade teacher at Zion Lutheran School in St. Charles, MO: "Skype in the classroom is an amazing resource to find teachers to collaborate with and to bring people into your classroom that you would never have been able to."

Skype in the classroom had been in beta since December but formally launched Wednesday. More than 3,000 teachers participated in the beta. As of this writing, more than 5,600 teachers had already signed up for the public service and were providing hundreds of resources and working on dozens of projects. Most of the recent signups originated in the United States, but teachers from other parts of North America, Europe, Asia, South America, and Africa--including Egypt--had also begun participating, according to information provided by Skype.

"Before arranging the first video call, our students exchanged letters and e-mails but we decided to bring the two classes together face-to-face over Skype video to enrich their relationship," said Christophe Fetat, the teacher at Lakanal school in Lille, France in a statement released by Skype. Fetat used Skype to connect his elementary-age students with students in in Canada. "The result was amazing. Students were really engaged to discuss different topics. It is really a simple and effective way to exchange ideas, learn and bring other cultures into the class."

Educators can join Skype in the classroom now at no charge through a new or existing Skype account. Further details can be found here.

6. >>> Google Earth: Top ten fun things to do By Matthew Moore
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/scienceandtechnology/3357924/Google-Earth-Top-ten-fun-things-to-do.html
(NB: You will need to install Google Earth to get most of the links below to work.)

1) Plan your next eclipse holiday 

The Cornwall eclipse of 1999 may have been a washout, so make sure you are ideally placed for the next one. 

At the Solar Eclipses site you can plot the path of every solar eclipse between now and 2099, giving you a headstart on booking the hotels with the best vantage points. Maybe a weekend at the South Pole in January 2094 for you and the grandchildren?

2) Learn to be happier in your home town 

Since 2004 thousands of volunteers have been strolling around their local areas carrying special devices that monitor their heart rates, skin responses and general well-being. 

This data has been plotted on Google Earth along with the volunteers' personal impressions and photos of their walks, to create so-called Emotion Maps that provide unique insights into how people react to their environments. It's a rough and messy tool, but still an intriguing way to find out what streets and neighbourhoods and the most enjoyable - and the most stressful - to explore.

Greenwich in south east London, and San Francisco in the United States have some of the most complete Emotion Maps, but the technique has been tested in cities across the world. BioMapping.net has the best introduction to the project.

3) Drive across the entire surface of the world - or shoot Martians 

Developers have yet to create a convincing Google Earth-based video game - the programme is just too slow and the controls too limited - but this 2D Google Maps driving simulator is the next best thing.

Like a free range Grand Theft Auto, players can drive their cars across the entire surface of the earth unfettered by buildings, walls and other drivers. Great fun for anyone who has always wanted to drive up The Mall at 200mph, or veer across a neighbour's front lawn.

Other Google Earth games worth a mention include Monster Milktruck (for which you need to install a new Google Earth plugin) and Mars Sucks, in which the aim is to find and shoot down Martian spaceships based on clues about the countries over which they are hovering. 

4) Get panoramic photo views of the world's greatest sights 

Google Earth's photo-sharing service, Panoramio now allows users to explore simulated 3D images of attractions including the Sydney Opera House, Taj Mahal and Mount Rushmore - all composed of images submitted by members of the public.

Dozens of photos taken from different angles are digitally sewn together, allowing users to hop from one image to the next. It's easy and fun, and there are plans to extend it to cover more world sights

The feature is called Look Around, and the Panoramio blog has a good starter guide. Microsoft's Photosynth does a similar thing, and is perhaps even more complete.

5) Find stuff 

Think you know your geography? Then while away an afternoon tracking down Google Earth images posted by other users. 

Circling the globe searching for an unusually-shaped lake is a reassuringly educational way of wasting time on the internet, but be warned. The earth is big and some of the chosen images are wilfully obscure - this game can eat your life.

Several websites that host Google Earth hunts, including placeSpotting.com and the Google Earth Community forum, which often has timed competitions.

6) Look at 3D models - and design your own 

Google is in the process of creating intricate 3D models of major buildings to make Google Earth an even more realistic to terrain to explore.

There are already dozens of city centres with thick coverings of 3D buildings and monuments. Here is how to make them appear.

Budding architects and modellers can also use some software called SketchUp to design 3D versions of buildings that Google has yet to create, and the best are placed within Google Earth for everyone to see.

7) And check out some 4D models too 

A designer called Barnabu created a rotating model of the London Eye. And then he made a moving shadow to go with it.

Due to the static nature of most geography, human and natural, Google Earth animation is still fairly rare. But it will be interesting to see what how it might be developed and applied in the future. Waves and tides, perhaps?

8) Drill a hole through the Earth 

Ever wondered where you'd end up if you tunnelled into the earth and kept digging through the core? This cunning little tool allows you to find out. Instructions are here.

If nothing else, it's a useful reminder of how much of the world is covered with water.

9) Track cruise ships 

The website seascanner.com allows users to pinpoint the location of nearly 100 cruise ships belonging to major liners including Cunard and Royal Caribbean at any time.

Click on the ship logos and you get links bank to information about the craft and its current voyage. A great toy for tracking your friends and relatives as they travel, or for pretending to be an all-powerful shipping boss directing his fleet about the world.

Another travel website that makes great use of Google Earth is EveryTrail, which encourages holiday-makers to inspire others by submitting the routes of their walking, cycling or driving tours. Users can upload photos too, to show what delights are in store along each route.

10) Fly the world in a fighter jet 

Last year Google developers snuck a hidden treat - known as an easter egg - into their latest update. Simply press Ctrl + Alt + A (or just Ctrl = A for some users) while using Google Earth to access the flight simulator.

There is a choice of two planes ( F-16 fighter or a SR-22 propellor aircraft), and although the controls are difficult to pick up, it's worth taking the time to learn them to enjoy the unique pleasure of flying around the globe for free.

Some controls vary in different countries and on different computers - the complete instruction guide is here.

7. >>> Google Earth for Educators
Welcome to the Google Earth for Educators Community, a site to share, connect & learn
This site is brought to you by Google and made especially for Google Earth educators and students.  Come join and help us build it!
http://sitescontent.google.com/google-earth-for-educators/
8. >>> Collaboration Generation: Teaching and Learning for a New Age
· World Without Walls: Learning Well with Others
· Collaborative Crusader: Creating a Twenty-First-Century Learning Community for Teachers
· Real World, San Diego: Hands-On Learning at High Tech High
· From Cornfields to Computers: Reinventing a Township for the Modern Age
· Taking the Initiative: A Sweeping Agenda for Twenty-First-Century Change
· Jobs of Tomorrow: Classifieds Our Students Should Get Prepared to Read
· What's Not on the Test: How to Turn Assessment into Learning
· Poll everywhere- Cell phones become student response system using a text message
· http://www.polleverywhere.com/
· QuantumShift TV :    http://www.quantumshift.tv/
Emotion Management Skills for Young Students

http://www.quantumshift.tv/v/1200428548/
Teaching Kids Life Skills - Episode 4
Committee for Children
Our Second Step program teaches kids how to handle their emotions and resolve conflicts non-violently. Social skills, such as empathy, emotion management, problem solving, and cooperation help students in the classroom, on the playground, and at home. 

  uStream     http://www.ustream.tv/   

Making it Interesting 
It is important to stimulate students learning in many different ways. Keeping teaching interesting for students and allowing them to be the engine that drives the learning environment is key. This blog will follow one teacher's quest to Make Learning Interesting!

http://makeitinteresting.blogspot.com/2010/01/using-ustream-in-classroom.html
=================================

9.  >>>>  PHOTO SITES AND PHOTO EDITING -PhotoStorage

· Explore - Evaluate - Examine

 Picnic – photo editing and storage    http://www.picnik.com/
Cooliris- photo storage – demo http://www.cooliris.com/
Free Play Music   www.freepalymusic.com
PhotoBucket    http://photobucket.com/   Photobucket offers image hosting, free photo sharing and video sharing. Upload your photos, host your videos, and share them with friends and family.

Picasa – photo editing and storage  http://picasa.google.com/index-new2.html
Flickr - http://www.flickr.com/   The premiere social photo sharing site of the Web 2.0 world. Packed with 2.0 features, contacts, comments, groups. Favorites are Spell with Flickr, Memry, and  Flickr Toys collection. Search for Creative Commons images that students actually have the rights to use in their presentations and digital stories is invaluable… Add to your list for online video editing… http://photobucket.com  a site that provides “free video and photo sharing”

Photos8 and Pics4Learning are two public domain image sites for student use. Bbookmark them for student projects.

Troovi is for teachers collecting photos from multiple student digital cameras. Grab the URL directly above the logo and share it with the whole class. Students upload the images from their cameras to that URL (no login required) and everyone has an online album to share. No more having to bring the digital cameras up to the teacher’s desk one at a time. 

Photo editing tools for teachers: Aviary, LunaPic, Picnik, or BeFunky with some being simpler than others, but all having unique features. Explore all the tools and choose the best option for your skill level.

10. >>> EVALUATION Project - Presentations

· Explore - Evaluate - Examine   SLIDE SHOWS   

· GROUP A:  280 Slides. http://280slides.com/   The newest and best addition to  The Best Ways To Create Online Slideshows. I especially like its feature that you search for images and videos off the web right inside the slide-show creation process. 

· Group B:  PhotoShow  - http://www.photoshow.com/ "turns photos into musical slideshows" - wide range of elegant templates, add captions. Audio only from music on site. Audio from list of music only. (FREE for 30 DAYS)
· GROUP C:  One True Media - http://www.onetruemedia.com/ "...effortlessly combine photos and video clips with words and music to personalize your story. Quickly share with our Online Slideshow or get as creative as you want with our Video Montage." Upload images and audio for story track. Embed in blogs or directly post to YouTube/Google video, mySpace, Google Groups. Great template choices.

· GROUP D:  Moblyng.  http://www.moblyng.com/   It seems easy to make a slideshow and it continues to allow you to invite others to collaborate on your creation. The only negative with that last change is that, if students are using a public or school computer, they need to click “Clear Your Personal Info” so that others don’t have access to it.

· GROUP E:  Animoto   Animoto is an automated presentation generator that focuses on using images to communicate a message.This tool is great for class collaboration and it is easier than using PowerPoint.   http://animoto.com/    Check out the education version:    http://animoto.com/business/education
· GROUP F:  My Jugaad,  http://myjugaad.in/  New Web tool that allows you to easily make slideshows of webpages and post/share links to them. You’re also able to write descriptive notes about each slide

· Group G :   PhotoPeach   $$ Our idea is to help you tell better stories online using photos.  With PhotoPeach you can create a rich slideshow in seconds to engage your friends or family. We also support background music, captions, and comments so you can elaborate on your story further.  You have heard again and again: “A picture is worth a thousand words”, but what if you could add a thousand words to your photos, and some music? We think the whole slideshow is greater than the sum of the photos, words, and music.  http://photopeach.com/
· Comments on:

Prezi – for student presentations. The concept of how it creates the “real” visual aid and allows for video embedding- tool takes a bit to figure it out, but with the excellent tutorial videos and a couple of clicks, the students are off and running.

Video

Creaza 

Jaycut 

are answers to the Windows XP Movie Maker and Flipcam problem. Both of these sites have online video editing tools where Flip videos can be uploaded for easy manipulation. Creaza also has an alternative for GarageBand and a  comic creator.

11. >>> Social Media

SOCIAL Connections : NETWORKING : BOOKMARKING

· How are you using these? 

Social networks: Twitter, Plurk, DEN, Thinkfinity, and Intel communities.  Teachers need a PLN 

- a place to connect with other teachers of similar subject and content areas. This is critical for those teachers in small schools where there may only be one or two teachers in a department. Teachers need a support group. Jump in, join in pedagogical conversations, share resources, and grow.

Ning
Despite a new cost-based membership program, Ning allows you to have your own social network

Edmodo – Definitely my #1 favorite tool on the web for creating a social network within a classroom or amongst all the teachers in a building. It’s simply easier to have files, links, and discussions held in one location. I am going to encourage our principal to set up a group in Edmodo for all building communications which can reduce the number of papers in teacher inboxes significantly.

Delicious or Diigo are online bookmarking networks teachers need. Inevitably a wonderful link is shared with us that we think, “Oh, I know I’ll use that later” and then we forget what it was. Using one of these resources lets teachers save bookmarks in a webspace and allows networking.

 Ning - Ning lets you create new social experiences for the most important people and interests in your life.
· Let’s join a Ning and collaborate     http://toolsfortheclassroom.ning.com/
· Demo - Del.icio.us -   http://delicious.com/  

Social bookmarking engine…(online bookmarking), it connects people to websites 

  Voicethread   http://voicethread.com/#home
Audiovisual tool that gives users the ability to upload images or video files and then add audio or text comments. The power of this is in the commenting.   

· BROWSE Project links here:  http://voicethread.com/?#q
· 4th Grade Project Sample - Letters http://voicethread.com/?#q.b334997.i2942065
· Sample HERE:   http://voicethread.com/#q.b45226.i236813
· Book Review -Education DEMO”  HERE>>   http://voicethread.com/#q.b3352.i28616
· Weather-Art-Poetry - http://voicethread.com/?#q.b119840.i725907
· 4th Grade Project Sample - Letters http://voicethread.com/?#q.b334997.i2942065
· Power of a PLC - http://voicethread.com/?#q.b113288.i580788
· This I Believe - http://voicethread.com/?#q.b539713.i2889798
12. >>> Global Collaboration

· Google Language Translator does a fairly decent job of language translation. Although we all know languages do not automatically translate due to grammar structure, idioms, etc. this tool does basic translation well if needed.

· Demo - CILC  Center for Interactive Learning and Collaboration (CILC):CILC provides consulting services and develops tools and resources to improve learning through Video Conferencing and  Collaboration     http://www.cilc.org/
· Kiva - http://www.kiva.com
· Student Kiva Group - http://www.kiva.org/lender/foothillmicrocreditclub
· Our Kiva Page - http://www.kiva.org/lender/brian2758
· Free Rice - http://www.freerice.com
· The Global Education Collaborative
Helping Teachers and Students Reach the World..... This is a community for teachers and students interested in global education. Contribute by adding media, conversation, and collaborative project ideas. Make sure you post an intro in the forum!    http://globaleducation.ning.com/
The Official Social Network of the Global Education Conference

NEW! The Global Education Series on Learncentral.org
Meet online with educators active in the world of global education and find out how to connect your classroom with others colleagues around…

Started by Lucy Gray in Conferences and Professional Development Resources
NEW! The Global Education Series on Learncentral.org
· Posted by Lucy Gray on April 7, 2011 at 7:07am in Conferences and Professional Development Resources
· View Discussions
Meet online with educators active in the world of global education and find out how to connect your classroom with others colleagues around the world. In this new LearnCentral series, we'll be focusing on global collaborative projects with additional webinars devoted to current global events, social justice topics and ideas for globalizing classrooms. Come find out about individuals and organizations that are making a difference in education all over the world!

 

Our first set of sessions devoted to Global Education will feature the work of long time GEC member Sharon Peters who is currently working at an international school in Mozambique. Over the course of the next two days, Sharon will be facilitating the Global Issues Service Summit.  She has listed information about this under Events here and she would welcome your participation, so please drop in as your schedule allows.

 

==================================

· Welcome to Flat Classrooms Global Educator Network!

Create successful connections and global collaborations through this Ning!
We encourage members to collaborate by creating and joining interest Groups, by starting Discussions about global collaboration in education and inviting others to join projects, and by Blogging about connections and collaborations and projects. Share your ideas and work and reach out to others to develop partners for collaboration and add your Events to our calendar.

· http://flatclassrooms.ning.com/?xg_source=msg_mes_network
11 Essential tools for Global Collaboration 

1 - Google Calendar
2 - Timebridge
3 - Elluminate
4- Skype
5 - Google Groups
6 - Twitter
7 - Google Docs - Wordprocessor
8- Google Docs - Spreadsheet/ Forms
9 - Office Live
10 - Surveyshare 
11 - Diigo
New to add:    Learn Central   and   Blip.tv
 ====================

· EPals:     - http://www.epals.com/
 Getting Started: Finding, Choosing and Collaborating via ePals

We Are ePals
We Are ePals is a collaborative activity for all members of the ePals Global Community. We Are ePals focuses on who we are as a community: How do we greet friends? What are we reading? What holidays do we celebrate? Join us in creating a collage of our ePals Global Community. Together, we will show the world who we are.

We Are ePals Activities

Get Started!

Think of these activities as your chance to meet some new friends and teach them a little bit about your culture and customs. Remember to speak informally, as if you were talking to a friend.

You can submit your work as a one-minute video or a 3-slide PowerPoint presentation.  Just as if you were getting together with a friend, greet the ePals Global Community in each of your submissions. 

Brand New To ePals 

 Tips for Starting ePals 

 Our ePals Friend from Arlington 

 Choosing a project
 Travel Buddy Exchange         

	


	The Way We Say "Hello!"
How do you say "Hi" in your country?
In your presentation, include:
1. A greeting in your native language and an explanation, either spoken or in writing, of what was said in English and

2. Customs that go along with meeting someone new. How do you help new students feel welcome to your classroom, school or neighborhood?

	 


	


	The Way We Eat
What are the traditional foods or meals in your country? 
In your presentation, include:
1. Traditional foods or meals that you eat in your country and

2. Explain how you prepare the food, if it is served on a special occasion or holiday, or anything else you think your ePals friends should know about the food or the meals.

	


	The Way We Play
What are the games or sports that you play in your country? 
In your presentation, include:
1. Games or sports that you play in your country and

2. Show us how the game or sport is played or tell us about any rules that someone playing the game or sport has to follow.

	


	The Way We Celebrate
What holidays or events do you celebrate in your country? 
In your presentation, include:
1. Holidays or events that you celebrate in your country and

2. Tell us more about how you celebrate your favorite holiday or event. Are there special foods that you eat? Are there special games that you play? Do you have any special celebrations in your town?

	


	The Way We Read
How do you use reading in your every day life? 
In your presentation, include:
1. Traffic signs, flyers, billboards, menus and other items that you see and read in your community and

2. Tell us where these are found in your community and how reading is an important part of your every day life.


	


People and Culture   http://www.epals.com/projects/info.aspx?DivID=holidays_overview
Human Rights - ePals Student Voices are Heard

· Your group will be assigned a topic-research it and select a spokesperson to present the material

· ePals Projects for Classroom Collaboration
· http://www.epals.com/projects/info.aspx?DivID=index
ePals Projects for Classroom Collaboration: People and Culture

· The Way We Are  http://www.epals.com/projects/info.aspx?DivID=TheWayWeAre_overview
ePals Projects for Classroom Collaboration: Global Warming

· http://www.epals.com/projects/info.aspx?DivID=GlobalWarming_overview
Discover the world—and expand yours
· Digital Storytelling - http://www.epals.com/projects/info.aspx?DivID=Digital_overview
ePals Projects for Classroom Collaboration: Habitats

· http://www.epals.com/projects/info.aspx?DivID=Habitat_overview
ePals Projects for Classroom Collaboration: Maps

· http://www.epals.com/projects/info.aspx?DivID=Maps_overview
ePals Projects for Classroom Collaboration: Natural Disasters

· http://www.epals.com/projects/info.aspx?DivID=NaturalDisasters_overview
ePals Projects for Classroom Collaboration: Water

· http://www.epals.com/projects/info.aspx?DivID=Water_overview
ePals Projects for Classroom Collaboration: Weather

· http://www.epals.com/projects/info.aspx?DivID=Weather_overview
13.  >>>> Creativity - Critical Thinking - Problem Solving

Glogster.EDU is one of those tools that opens dozens of lesson ideas to foster creativity and higher order thinking skills. No more will we have poster boards dropping off the walls in the hallways or students covered in Crayola markers down their arms. With Glogster teachers and students can create interactive posters for research, websites, presentations, reflection, and more.

MyWebspiration and Dabbleboard (thanks McTeach) are brainstorming collaboration tools perfect for unit plan design, party planning, or big school event planning such as Field Day or as a great high school chemistry teacher I know who plans Mole Day each year.

Wordsmyth and Lexipedia are the dictionary and thesaurus tools I recommend. Where Wordsmyth offers a beginner’s picture dictionary along with a full dictionary, Lexipedia makes using a thesaurus fun.

Zamzar and MediaConverter for file conversions and Youtube downloads. Yes, there are always moments in the year where students turn in Microsoft Works or Word Perfect files that simply do not open nicely on a school computer. Zamzar will convert those files on top of downloading YouTube videos.

Bubbl.us 
Free application to brainstorm online

Weebly
Create your own website or blog, very easy to use

GoogleSites
Make your own website while knowing nothing about websites!

Slideshare
Don’t waste your presentation after it’s over, share it with millions!

Audioboo
Easily record and share audio

Doodle is a groovy scheduling tool teachers can use when setting up a collaborative work meeting or building social committee event. One user creates the Doodle and shares the link with others. Everyone can share time availability and determine the prime meeting date.

Free Tech 4 Teachers and Larry Ferlazzo tie for this slot as these are amazing resource blogs for any teacher. You know the commercial, “There’s an App for That!” These fellas are the ones who can share those apps. Bookmark them, add them to your Google Reader, and visit often for excellent resources all year long.

LiveBinders is one tool that certainly is gaining teacher popularity this summer. For those moments when teachers need to share a set of links, create a webquest, Internet scavenger hunt, or content related sites with parents, this tool is the perfect ticket.

Edmodo
Social learning environment and one of the best ways to teach with tech

14. >>> Literacy

Check this out – Where could you use it?

The Gallery showcases some of the amazing stories that have been brought to life by members of the ZooBurst community. Simply click on any of the images below to get started. If you’d like to submit a book to be included in the ZooBurst gallery simply click the ‘Submit to Gallery’ button from your “My Books” page.
http://zooburst.com/zb_gallery.php
Storybird
Build your own stories (with images) and share them with others

Primarypad
Web-based word processor

Myebook
Virtually publish your book and sell it

Storyjumper
Easy way to create your own stories for kids and bring them to life

TimeToast
Fantastic timeline visualization tool to understand history

PBWorks
Thousands of educational wikis and workspaces (build your own!)

Popplet
An easy way to share visual ideas

Word Magnets
Phonics reinforcement and sentence building exercise

EasyBib
The free automatic bibliography and citation maker

15.  >>>>>> Web2.0 Math and Creativity
( NO iPAD)  MagicPen 
· Shapes you draw-affected by three basic principles: gravity, friction, and inertia. 
· Physics. Drawn shapes will fall to the ground, bump against each other, and sit still unless acted upon by another moving shape. 
· Draw any object you please, but Magic Pen automatically smooths out jagged edges into a more block-like shape. Game is mouse-driven-click and start drawing.
· PLAY:  http://jayisgames.com/archives/2008/04/magic_pen.php
· Game Instructions  http://www.bubblebox.com/play/puzzle/975.htm
· One of the most genius games ever. 
   ( NO iPAD)  Questionaut  -Combo Curriculum areas
· Journey through strange worlds and test your knowledge of English, Maths and Science
· Magical mission-recover your friend’s hat.
· Analysis: Questionaut has enough wonder and imagination here for gamers of all ages. 
· Each level is a self-contained environment Questionaut Walkthrough Guide, Review, Discussion, Hints and Tips  http://jayisgames.com/archives/2008/03/questionaut.php
· PLAY-CLICK BELOW:
· http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks2bitesize/games/questionaut/
( NO iPAD)  Invention at Play 
· Thinking games and puzzles.- Check out all the little details on the web site
· >>> Check out Cloud-Practice   http://www.inventionatplay.org/
( NO iPAD)  Simulators:  Golems
3D Physics and Artificial Intelligence simulator. Build anything at all, turn on physics, and watch it go. Add hinges, motors, hydraulics, joints. Make your machine smart. Give it a brain, give it sensors, timers, switches, buttons.
· Golems is a 3D recreational physics simulator 
· Build robots, spaceships, clocks, catapults or cannons. Add sensors, timers, switches, motors. Give it a brain. Make a mouse trap - or make a mouse. Take the wheel and pilot your machine yourself.  Build anything.   http://golemgame.com/index.html
Adventure Island   iPAD OK ???
· Explore the island and complete the tasks, or create your own island.
· A web-based tool for classes, schools and groups to create an interactive online island that other people are able to visit and explore. 
· Choose an island from the list  and explore around it. 
· Teachers can request a username and password from info@kidsonthenet.com then login below and begin to build your own 
· Create your own adventure    http://kidsonthenet.org.uk/adventureisland/
ClassTools.net: Create interactive flash tools / games for education 
· How to create games in Classtools.net · 
· http://classtools.net/
· Create free educational games, activities and diagrams in a Flash!
Host them on your own blog, website or intranet!
· Free version & Premium membership $$ 
Atmosphir!

Create – Animate -CHECK THIS OUT >>>>   http://atmosphir.com/
· Free video game / creation tool for Mac & PC.
· Create enormous 3D platforming levels filled with fun gameplay elements
· Play mode lets you explore through the thousands of diverse user-created challenges Game Guide - Learn the basics of playing and designing in Atmosphir.
· Game Guide - Designing –Learn how to create fun levels and upload them to share with the rest of the world.
· Game Guide - Playing - Learn how to control your character, beat levels, and join multiplayer sessions.
· Atmosphir - News and general discussion about Atmosphir!
· http://atmosphir.com/forum
· Cool Levels - Made or played a great level? Share it here!
· Support - Need help? Ask your questions here.
· Competition - The place for play and design challenges and contests.
· Design Workshop - Discuss design-related ideas, techniques, tips, and more here.
· Ideas - What should we add to Atmosphir to make it even better?
· Fan Art - Post your Atmosphir videos, websites, drawings, and other creative endeavors here!
16. On-Line learning - Tools and Resources

Schoology
Learning management, online education tools, and much more

Google Timeline
A unique way to view the news

ReadWriteThink
Tons of classroom resources and PD goodies

Museum Box
Innovative way to understand history

16.  Utilities and Resources

Online-Convert
Convert anything to anything (audio, video, text, etc.)

Crocodoc
Annotate and edit PDFs

Extras

DoInk
Create animations using this simple website

Kerpoof
Cool way to make a movie, card, picture, and share it all

SmartKiddies
Creative math and other educational problems to help everyone learn

Bitstrips
Make and share your own comic strips with thousands of others

Aviary Myna
Make your own music or remix just about anything else

GoAnimate for schools
State of the art animation tools for schools

Atmosphir
A build-your-own video game

Empressr
Rich media presentation tool

Zoho
A great alternative to Google Apps

ToonDooSpaces
Easily publish custom comic strips

Center for Lifelong Learning

http://www.acenet.edu/AM/Template.cfm?Section=CLLL
http://www.lifelong-learners.com/lll/  
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