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Digital Storytelling 
Digital Storytelling uses digital media to create media-rich stories to tell, to share, and to preserve. Digital stories derive their power through weaving images, music, narrative and voice together, thereby giving deep dimension and vivid color to characters, situations, and insights............Digital Storytelling Association 
Digital storytelling challenges students to take their written ideas and translate them into a visual medium.
*All documents on this site are PDFs (Download free Acrobat reader if needed).

Good Digital Stories are | Skills DS Covers | 7 elements | Steps for Creating a DS | Planning 
Software Handouts | Using your Camera | Links | Examples | Copyright |
Digital storytelling is a concept, not an application.
What is a Digital Story?
Digital storytelling is the combining of the ancient art of oral storytelling and the modern multimedia tools to deliver tales using images, sound, music, and voice. It brings out the artist, the storyteller, the techie, and the writer in your students.
Why Digital Storytelling?
Because we teach digital students. 
"Digital kids need learning to be relevant, meaningful, and applicable now." Marco Antonio Torres
Good Digital Stories:
Are personal: The narrator is encouraged to personalize the tale, making it clear how the people or events in the story impacted his or her life.
Begin with the story/script: Creators are expected to narrow in on their story, writing and even recording their script before they ever begin digitizing images, importing sound effects, or using video editing tools. Jason Ohler, points out that having students "create and tell stories before they [get] to use all the empowering and distracting technology at their disposal" is an important way to avoid "enabling the technophile at the expense of the story teller in...students."
Are concise: Typically, a digital story will run from two to five minutes in length. The goal is to narrow the story down to a single "nugget" — one central idea or message.
Use readily-available source materials:  Many digital stories rely heavily on photographs, hand-drawn illustrations, and other scanned-in images, along with transition effects, to accompany the recorded narrative. 
Include universal story elements: Good stories — digital or not — include essential elements such as conflict, transformation, and closure. Furthermore, they are told in a way that allows the audience to, as Ohler puts it, "identify with them, remember them, and be changed by them."
Involve collaboration: Participants in the group project give and receive feedback on their stories and scripts.
adapted from Wikibooks
Skills that Creating a Digital Story Covers: 

	Writing Skills
	Speaking and Visual Skills

	· Construct a story
· Sequence and Summarize
· Edit and Proofread
· Use descriptive words
· Use words to create imagery
 
	· Show clear expression and enunciation
· Learn projecting and phrasing
· Communicate ideas
· Engage the audience
· Match images with voice
· Match music with script
 

	Technical Skills
	Personal Development Skills

	· Implement DS software
· Use a digital camera/video camera
· Scan pictures and objects
· Record voice and music
· Import Internet Images
 
	· Enhance self-confidence
· Build community
· Establish observational skills
· Develop social skills
 

	Dyck, Brenda. "Digital Storytelling: Igniting New Life into Writing." Classroom Connect Newsletter (2005): 16-17.


back to top The Center for Digital Storytelling has defined seven elements for creating effective and interesting multimedia stories. 
· A Point (of View) 
· The Power of The Soundtrack 
· Economy 
· Pacing
· A Dramatic Question 
· Emotional Content 
· The Gift of Your Voice
back to top Steps for Creating a Digital Story: (from Marco Torres) (Marco Torres Interview) (Documentary about his Students)

Follow the 4 P's
1.  Planning - very critical! Story boards, Story Map, Script Writing. The teacher can see the student's process and progress.
2.  Production - students take and collect pictures, use the software to put it all together.
3.  Presentation - allows the students to create projects for an authentic audience.
4.  Assessment (assessing with a silent P) - students use rubrics to determine what does it mean to have a good project. Rubistar is an excellent resource to develop rubrics for free (must register).

I recently talked with Marco Torres. He told me the 4th P has changed to Pheedback (feedback with a P) as a suggestion by his students.
Planning-
  Story Map 
Story maps should be used to plan out the story before any writing or moviemaking is done. This is a great tool to use no matter what kind of story is being planned, digital or not. 
· Story Map template 
(used with permission from Jason Ohler) 
Storyboards
 Storyboards should be used when planning out your movie. Storyboards allow the director to organize a scene by scene look at their movie. To the right are several different types of storyboards. 
· 2 square vertical 
· 2 square horizontal 
· 6 squares 
· 10 squares
 

Storyboard Pro software - The software is free to download. Has good camera shot tips. Mac and PC versions as well as video tutorials (advanced tips require a subscription to Atomic Learning). 
May be a bit much for younger students. Student Planning Sheet- good reference for students to keep track of due date, project members, and general plan of movie. Scripting
An easy way for students to do a script is to fold a regular sheet of notebook paper in half length wise (hot dog). On the left half of the sheet write their script. The right hand side can be used for notes or sketches of the scene.

A full left side of the paper equates roughly to one minute of spoken voice in the story.
back to top 

Software for creating digital stories:-

Kerpoof

Digital Vaults

Picnik

FREEPaly Music

POD Safe Music

VoiceThread

Memories On Web

Interactive Web Sites

PhotoStory

Digital Story Telling Projects for The 21st Century Classroom

Projects to create for digital stories:-

Best Part of Me

This I Believe

The Way We Are

My Hero

My Neighborhood

My Town-Small Town

Software for creating digital stories:-

Kerpoof   http://www.kerpoof.com/
How to I use this in my content area??
Kerpoof is a site that provides a variety of creative tools for animation, drawing, and movie creation. Users can choose from a range of preset characters and environmental options, or they can create their own. The site offers drag-and-drop simplicity coupled with advanced animation and editing capabilities that, according to Lovely, open the platform up to a range of curricular applications.

StoryBOOK HERE>>  http://www.kerpoof.com/#/activity/storybook
>>>>  Integration ideas for Kerpoof and lesson plans

http://www.kerpoof.com/teach?c=lesson_plans
Kerpoof-based Lesson Plans (in the following areas)

Learning to Use Kerpoof


Master Artist Series

Math and Science

Language Arts



Social Studies

Language Arts
· Navigating the Writing Process with Kerpoof and BrainPOP - Webinar (Archive) 

· Fairy Tale Reporter (grades 3-5) (PDF) 

· Fairy Tales with a Twist (grades 3-6) (PDF)

· Haiku for You (grades 4-6) (PDF) 

· Henohenomoheji (grades 3-6) (PDF)

· Metaphors in Fairy Tales (grades 7-9) 

· Lesson Plan (PDF)

· Introduction (Powerpoint)

· Rubric (PDF)

· Assignment Example (PDF)

· Poetry Partners (grades 2-4) (PDF) 

· The Plot Thickens (grades 3-6) (PDF) 

· Visual Thesaurus (grades 4-6) (PDF) 

· Writing a Persuasive Advertisement (grades 3-5) (PDF) 

Social Studies

· Tall Tales: Exploring Fact and Fiction (grades 4-5) (PDF)

· Thanksgiving (grades 2-4, 5-8) 

· Grades 2-4 (PDF)

· Grades 5-8 (PDF)

· The History of Halloween (grades 5-8) (PDF)

· The Inventors' Patent Project (grades 5-8) 

· Lesson Plan (PDF)

· Handouts (PDF)

· Traditional Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) Village Life (grades 2-4) 

· Lesson Plan (PDF)

· Handouts (PDF)

New!

· Fairy Tale Reporter (grades 3-5) (PDF) 

French Fairy Tales (grades 5 and up) 

· Lesson Plan (PDF)



Le Petit Chaperon Rouge Packet (PDF)

· Les Fées Vocabulary (PDF)

· Biz Movie Sneak Peek (grades 3-8) 
Visit the BizWorld Foundation website for more information on the BizMovie curriculum. 

· Lesson Plan (PDF)


Worksheet (PDF)

Learning to Use Kerpoof

These introductory lessons can be adapted to teach any class or audience how to use Kerpoof.

· Introduction to Kerpoof's Make a Drawing (PDF) 

Introduction to Kerpoof's Make a Picture (PDF) 

· Introduction to Kerpoof's Make a Story (PDF) 

Master Artist Series

· Impressionist Art (grades 4-8) (PDF) 



M.C. Escher's Relativity (grades 4-8) 

· Lesson Plan (PDF) 

· Pablo Picasso and Cubism (grades 3-6) 


Worksheet (PDF)

· Surrealist Art of Salvador Dalí and Friends (grades 4-6) (PDF)
The Color Wheel (grades 4-8) (PDF) 

Math and Science

· Life Cycle of a Butterfly (PDF) 


Nocturnal vs. Diurnal Animals (grades 4-6) (PDF)

· Celebrate the Seasons (pre-K - grade 2) 

· Color the Seasons (PDF)


Write about the Seasons (PDF)

Language Arts

· Henohenomoheji (grades 3-6) (PDF)


Exploring the Polar Regions (grades 6-8) (PDF)

· Metaphors in Fairy Tales (grades 7-9) 

· Lesson Plan (PDF)



Introduction (Powerpoint)

· Rubric (PDF)




Assignment Example (PDF)

· Fairy Tales with a Twist (grades 3-6) (PDF)

· Haiku for You (grades 4-6) (PDF) 

· Writing a Persuasive Advertisement (grades 3-5) (PDF) 

· Celebrate Sport (grades 2-8) 

· Lesson Plan (PDF)


Activity Scripts (PDF)

· Worksheets (PDF)


Vocabulary (PDF)

· Making New Year's Resolutions (grades 4-8) 

· Lesson Plan (PDF)


Worksheet (PDF)

· Spanish Fairy Tales (grades 5 and up) 
This lesson plan guides beginning Spanish-speakers in the retelling of Little Red Riding Hood and the Three Little Pigs using Kerpoof's Make a Movie. Present and past tense verb worksheets are also provided. 

· Lesson Plan (PDF)


Vocabulary (PDF)

· Links to Fairy Tales in Spanish (PDF)
Assignment Worksheet (PDF)

· Present Tense Verb Worksheet - The Three Pigs (PDF)

· Past Tense Verb Worksheet - The Three Pigs (PDF)

· Present Tense Verb Worksheet - Red Riding Hood (PDF)

· Past Tense Verb Worksheet - Red Riding Hood (PDF)

· Worksheet Answer Key (PDF)

Social Studies

· Traditional Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) Village Life (grades 2-4) 

· Learning Unit (MS Word)


Lesson Plan (MS Word)

· Book List (MS Word)



Questionnaire (MS Word)

· Village Signs
    Awegan, Oquaga, and Solocka
· Character Cards
    Bear Clan, Turtle Clan, and Wolf Clan
· Clan Symbols
    Dark or Toner Saver 


Basically any program where photo and/or movies can be edited and have sound and music added. Even a combination of programs (create slides in PPT, save them as jpgs or gifs, and import them into Photo Story; create your Photo Story movie and add effects, sounds, titles in Movie Maker).
 

Windows Movie Maker 

Windows XP downloads - Microsoft Windows
windows.microsoft.com/en-US/windows/downloads/windows-xp 

Download HERE:  http://windows.microsoft.com/en-US/windows/downloads/windows-xp
Contains Windows XP themes, skins, and screensavers. Also includes desktop images

.
Microsoft Virtual PC 2007 SP1 - Download languages for Windows
Windows Movie Maker for XP - Free Download - Tucows Downloads
www.tucows.com/preview/753874
Free - Windows

Windows Movie Maker 2 is an XP-only download that gives you the tools to create, edit, and share home movies.

  Windows Live Movie Maker - Windows 7 features - Microsoft Windows
windows.microsoft.com/en-US/windows7/products/.../movie-maker
With Windows 7 and Windows Live Movie Maker, it's easier than ever to create and share your own movies. It's part of Windows Live Essentials, a free download ...

http://windows.microsoft.com/en-US/windows7/products/features/movie-maker
  Getting started with Windows Movie Maker
windows.microsoft.com/.../windows.../Getting-started-with-Windows...
Windows Movie Maker is divided into three main areas: the panes, the ...
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-US/windows-vista/Getting-started-with-Windows-Movie-Maker
   ***Free Video Tutorials for Movie Maker 2 from Atomic Learning


  ***Microsoft's FAQ about Windows Movie Maker

  ***Tutorial website for Movie Maker

http://www.windowsmoviemakers.net/Tutorials/HowToMovieMaker.aspx
 

 ------------------------------------------

>>> Assignment: Education resources: Digital Vaults

How to I use this in my content area??

 “The Digital Vaults.”    Explore:Share and Compare  http://www.digitalvaults.org/  

It’s an entry into the vast resources of the National Archives, and allows you to use those resources to create your own movies, posters, and what it calls “Pathway Challenges” to… challenge others to find connections between a series of images, documents, and other resources you put together.

Places to Find PodSafe Music

PodSafe Audio – A popular place for musicians and music lovers to share tunes.
Creative Commons – There’s plenty of music on the Creative Commons, though maybe not so much in your favorite genre.

Royalty Free Classical Music – Offers a nice selection of classical music for podcasts.

The BeatSuite - Royalty free and podsafe music.

CC Mixter – Features remixes licensed under the Creative Commons.

FREEPALY Music    http://freeplaymusic.com/
Freeplay Music, Broadcast Production Music Library, Free and Mp3 ...
freeplaymusic.com/
Freeplay Music, Highest Quality Broadcast Production Music Library, Free Mp3 Music Download, See Terms Of Use, Country,Hip Hop,Rap,Techno,Song with ...
-------------------------------------------------

For Photo Editing (added 2/16/07)
There is probably going to be a need to do some simple photo editing to some of your pictures you add to your digital story. So here are a couple of free options. It isn't PhotoShop or The GIMP, but for free and simple you can't beat these (actually GIMP is free but learning curve like PhotoShop).
 
Picasa - (Free) Google's software that will organize your pictures, crop, resize, fix color, add effects

Picnik - http://www.picnik.com/ 

(Free and online) This online photo editor is in beta testing right now, but they say they will still have a free version for you to do simple edits of your pictures online. No software to download. Just upload your picture, make your edits, and save back to your desktop.

>>> Assignment:

Edit a PHOTO;

EDIT A PHOTO 

1.  Picnik – http://www.picnik.com/    A  image editing sites in the world of Web 2.0, but Picnik stands out for a few reasons. The site is well laid out, easy to navigate, and incredibly intuitive

2.  SELECT and CLICK on GET STARTED NOW

3.  SELECT - CLICK on - Upload a photo

CLICK DESKTOP

OPEN the FOLDER-DST-Workshop

      LOCATE the FOLDER- Photos-PRACTICE

      From the VIEW MENU-make sure you are view from LARGE ICONS

SELECT a photo that is SIDEWAYS

5.  Use the TOOLS to ROTATE

6.   Use the TOOLS to CROP

7.  TRY any other tool and PLAY

8.  CLICK SAVE & Share TAB

9.  ADD Fix to the photo TILTLE

10. CLCIK Save- and selext WHER to save it


Click SAVE to save the PHOTO

Edit it

Save to a SMALLER size ie 300K or so (save it to the DESKTOP)

USE the slider BAR to make the size samller of faster UPLOADS to Web Sites.



Hands-ON      Voicethread   http://voicethread.com/#home
How do I use this in my content area??

Audiovisual tool that gives users the ability to upload images or video files and then add audio or text comments. The power of this is in the commenting.   

Hands-ON >>>     Examine a few of the Voice Threads
KENYA Sample HERE:   http://voicethread.com/#q.b45226.i236813    

Education DEMO”  HERE>>      http://voicethread.com/#q.b74687.i382616
VoiceThread For Classrooms-Education:   http://voicethread.com/?#q+best.b3352.i28616
See also…  VoiceThread for Education wiki.

Weave uploaded or flickr imported images into a media presentation with multiple voices. Record audio, video, or add text or drawn annotations. Others can add video, audio, and text comments as well. 

 delicious bookmarks tagged VoiceThread 

Wikis, VoiceThread, and MathCasts
Web-based Collaboration for Schools with Ed.VoiceThread –
Go to the Web Site   http://voicethread.com 

EXERCISE:

1. Create an account





2. Create groups of 2 (two) if there are not enough computers to use

3. Play with the program      

4. Learn the tools and how to upload a photo

5. Upload a photo to VoiceThread

6. Put together a script for the PHOTO

7. Practice the recording- then RECORD in VOICETHREAD

8. Be prepared to teach the others in class how to use the tools.

MEMORIES on the WEB

1. OPEN FOLDER MEMORIES

2.  Install MEMORIES

>>>  Hands-ON  -- Project 
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The Best Part Of Me – PROJECT:  

> DO THIS >  Prepare for the project:  
1. Take a digital  photo of the best part
2. Or  go to GOOGLE IMAGES and find a photo of the best part.
3. Save the image as a jpeg to you computer desktop
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Best Part of Me – Lesson Plan

1. Best Part of Me | Scholastic.com
www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plan/best-part-me
Describes a beginning of the school year lesson in which students identify their favorite parts of themselves through descriptive poetry and a visual display.


2. Best Part of Me | Resources | TeacherShare
teachershare.scholastic.com/resources/218
Jul 7, 2009 – br><br>I start this lesson with poems from <i><strong>The ...


Six Traits of Writing - Six Traits Lesson Plans
www.westwarwickpublicschools.com/education/.../default.php?...
The Best Part of Me by Wendy Ewald;Overhead projector transparencies;a web -graphic organizer for eachstudent;writing paper. Lesson Objectives: Through ...


Best Part of Me Lesson Plans Reviewed by Teachers
www.lessonplanet.com/search?keywords=best+part+of+me...lesson
10+ items – Find best part of me lesson plans from 1000s of teacher ...

From Unit Plan: The New and Improved "What I Did on My Summer Vacation" 
Students will think about themselves in a positive light, boosting self-concepts, as they follow an author's model to improve their writing skills.
(My friend and fellow teacher, Karla Hebert, originally created this lesson. The final display is so powerful, that I would not think of starting my year without it.)   By Genia Connell 
Subject: Literature, Writing Process, Autobiographical Writing, Descriptive Essay, Photography, Pride and Self-Esteem, Understanding Self and Others, Poetry Writing
Grade: 3-5       Duration: 3 Class Periods      Audience: Teachers
Objectives:

Students will:
1. Students will identify a positive physical feature of themselves. 
2. Students will work in pairs to take part in an online writer's workshop. 
3. [image: image22.png]


Students will create a descriptive poem about their favorite feature. 
Materials:
1. The Best Part of Me by Wendy Ewald 
2. Digital Camera w/printer or regular camera w/film. 
3. One piece each of black and white roll paper, approximately two feet long to be used for picture background 
4. Computers with Internet Access 
5. Loose-leaf paper/pencils 
6. Blank paper for publishing poems. 
7. 12 x 18 Construction paper in black and 2-3 accent colors. 
8. Glue 
9. Line Guide (PDF) 
Set Up And Prepare:
1. Gather materials and cut paper if necessary. 
2. Read through book, The Best Part of Me to determine if you will read all poems or pick those most appropriate for you class. 
3. Visit Scholastic Online Activities Website to preview the Writer's Workshop your students will do. 
4. Make sure digital camera is ready with charged batteries or regular camera has film. 
5. Make copies of the Line Guide for students if you plan to use it. 
Reproducibles:
· Line Guide (PDF)
Directions:
Part One
Step 1: Gain your class' undivided attention, then roll up your sleeve, hold your elbow out toward them, and look at it like it is the most amazing thing you have ever seen. Say, "So tell me, what do you think of my elbow, because I absolutely love it? I think it IS the best part of me." They will look at you strangely but no one is likely to say a disparaging remark because you have just declared your affection for this bony joint. Begin a list on the board of what you love about your elbows. After you have written two or so positive attributes, the rest of the class will start contributing. (Examples: Couldn't eat soup without them, perfect tool for nudging a friend when I think something is funny, etc.) 

Step 2: Ask students if there is anything about themselves that they love and why. Initially, most children will hesitate to answer for fear of "bragging," but will share when they realize the classroom environment is friendly and tolerant. 

Step 3: Bring students close together. I still have them sit on the carpet in front of me, which they seem to enjoy regardless of their age. Tell them you are going to share a book of poetry compiled by a photographer who visited third, fourth and fifth grade students at their schools, asking them the question, "What is the best part of you?" Share some/all of the poems and discuss favorites. Showcase the photographs and highlight how simplistic and focused they are. 

Step 4: Following the reading, tell students they need to decide on what they think is the very best part of them by the next class session.

Part Two
Step 5: In your school's computer lab, or with students working in groups of two or three at a computer center, direct students to the Writing with Writers: Poetry website: http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/poetry/karla_home.htm 
Model how the workshop is used and allow students to complete it. 

Step 6: Students write their own descriptive poem about the best part of them following the advice given during the writer's workshop. Poems can then be revised and edited.

Step 7: Students can publish their poems by neatly printing them on blank paper in the style of those in Wendy Ewald's book, The Best Part of Me. Tip: To help students print neatly on blank paper, provide them with a Line Guide (see printable) they can slip underneath. Trim the paper to fit the size of the poem.

Step 8: Take a close-up photograph of each child's self-described, "best part." It works well to put the students against a contrasting background like black or white for these pictures. Print or develop the pictures.

To put together your display, mount the photos and the poems against a frame of black. I usually let the students do this after I model how, to help foster student ownership, but if you are particular about straight, even edges, you might want to frame them yourself. Arrange poems and photos on a bright 12 x 18 sheet of construction paper. Display on a black background and a title. Tip: Whenever I allow students to choose colored paper for a display, I always offer the exact amount of pieces as I have students, with the number of colors divided equally. For example, if I have twenty-four students, I will offer eight sheets of red, eight teal and eight orange. Students can still choose and it is much easier to create a symmetric or well-balanced board. 

Assess Students:
1. Did you observe students staying focused in order to complete the entire online workshop? Did you hear more positive comments being mentioned about physical attributes? 
2. Evaluate each student's poem. Did it follow the model established by the online writer, and/or by the book, The Best Part of Me? 
Assignments:
1. Complete an Online Writer's Workshop. 
2. Write a descriptive poem about a physical attribute. 
Evaluate the Lesson:
1. Did the students have enough knowledge to navigate the Internet independently? 
2. Was peer editing effective for the poems? 
3. Was anyone hesitant to discuss a positive attribute? Did you consider why and how you might have helped that child feel comfortable? 
4. What were your successes here and what would you do differently next time?
---------------------------------

Project:  THIS I BELIEVE:  How to I use this in my content area??
This I Believe Essay-Writing Guidelines

We invite you to contribute to this project by writing and submitting your own statement of personal belief. We understand how challenging this is—it requires such intimacy that no one else can do it for you. To guide you through this process, we offer these suggestions:

Tell a story: Be specific. Take your belief out of the ether and ground it in the events of your life. Consider moments when belief was formed or tested or changed. Think of your own experience, work, and family, and tell of the things you know that no one else does. Your story need not be heart-warming or gut-wrenching—it can even be funny—but it should be real. Make sure your story ties to the essence of your daily life philosophy and the shaping of your beliefs.

Be brief: Your statement should be between 350 and 500 words. That’s about three minutes when read aloud at your natural pace.

Name your belief: If you can’t name it in a sentence or two, your essay might not be about belief. Also, rather than writing a list, consider focusing on one core belief, because three minutes is a very short time.

Be positive: Please avoid preaching or editorializing. Tell us what you do believe, not what you don’t believe. Avoid speaking in the editorial “we.” Make your essay about you; speak in the first person.

Be personal: Write in words and phrases that are comfortable for you to speak. We recommend you read your essay aloud to yourself several times, and each time edit it and simplify it until you find the words, tone, and story that truly echo your belief and the way you speak.

For this project, we are also guided by the original This I Believe series and the producers’ invitation to those who wrote essays in the 1950s. Their advice holds up well and we are abiding by it. Please consider it carefully in writing your piece.

In introducing the original series, host Edward R. Murrow said, “Never has the need for personal philosophies of this kind been so urgent.” We would argue that the need is as great now as it was 50 years ago. We are eager for your contribution.

This I Believe in the Classroom

Thousands of teachers around the world—in every U.S. state and more than 50 countries—have embraced This I Believe as a powerful educational tool. Many have told us that our project was the most enriching writing assignment they have given in many years of teaching.

If you have used This I Believe in any educational setting, we would love to hear from you.

Resources for Using This I Believe with Students

To help teachers guide students through exploring their beliefs and composing personal essays about them, we offer the following tools.

Educational Curricula
These educational curricula were designed to help educators guide students in the writing of a This I Believe essay appropriate for inclusion in school writing portfolios. The curricula help students understand the concept of belief, explore their own values, and craft them into a well-written essay.

There are currently three curricula:

· Download the Middle School Curriculum (PDF)
· Download the High School Curriculum (PDF)
· Download the College Curriculum (PDF) 

(All require Adobe Acrobat)

Brochure and Poster for Use in the Classroom 
Download this free brochure and poster to promote This I Believe activities happening in your classroom. The three-page brochure measures 8.5 by 11 inches and features tips for writing one’s own This I Believe essay. The poster measures 11 inches by 17 inches and is ideal to hang in classrooms. Both documents are best printed in color. For best results, these documents may be printed at your local print shop.

· Download the Brochure (Requires Adobe Acrobat)

· Download the Poster (Requires Adobe Acrobat)

This I Believe on Your Campus

Executive Producer Dan Gediman is available to visit your school to discuss the This I Believe project, radio series, or books. For more information, please contact us.

Have Questions?

If you have questions about using This I Believe with your students, please visit our Educator FAQ page for answers.

Student Activity: Who Are You? Finding Out What is Important

“Today we are going to begin a project aimed at helping you discover a little bit more about yourself and what is important to you. What is important toyou today may change over time, so we are going to focus on your feelings

and thoughts right now. This is part of a radio project called This I Believe, and for over 50 years, people all over America have written their thoughts on things that are important to them. By the end of the project you will have a

written reminder for years to come about how you felt at this time in your life. Some of you may even have the chance to read them on the radio!”

Explain that the “This I Believe” project is not an autobiography—it is a personal narrative, a story that focuses on a small piece of your students’ lives. TIB is about values we hold dear; the moments that teach us who we

are. It is not a factual retelling or a timeline. Spend as much time as necessary to make this distinction – it will be important for the remainder of this project. “First we will spend some time talking about values that are important to us.

What is a value?”

Today you will take the project a step further by adding personal experience into the discussion about values. Students will now begin to think of their own stories in the context of important values as they focus on memories of learning and growing. Today students will share some of the experiences they brainstormed yesterday and choose a smaller list to work with. This list will eventually be narrowed down to one moment, which will be the focus of the final project.

For the remainder of class and for homework tonight, they are to create an outline for each event, as follows. Specific words and details will help make the next step easier.

I. Brief description of event

a. What lesson and/or value did I learn?*

b. How did it make me feel about it then?

c. How have I used this lesson since, when I make decisions?

d. How do I feel about it now?

The following are links to several TIB essays, all of which are appropriate

and accessible for the middle school student. As you read through these

essays, make note of the tone and style of each. You may want to point out

various writing techniques, such as repetition, symbolism, and imagery. If

you have a projector hookup available, you can listen to most of these essays

being read by their authors.

A Drive to Achieve the Extraordinary—The Guinness World Records book

fascinated Juliet Frerking when she was a child. Beyond the oddball

accomplishments it listed, the book inspired Frerking to attempt feats in her

own life that people told her were impossible.

http://www.thisibelieve.org/dsp_ShowEssay.php?uid=34055
=======================

My Hero - Who is your hero?
My Hero Project   http://www.myhero.com/myhero/hero.asp?hero=marco_torres
Family:

http://myhero.com/go/directory/page.asp?dir=family
FAMILY HERO:  - DICK HOYT

by Jay from Spokane

http://www.myhero.com/go/hero.asp?hero=Dick_Hoyt_whitworth_07
http://www.myhero.com/myhero/go/directory/index.asp
· Objectives: 
· Describe the characteristics of a hero. 

· Recognize the hero in a story. 

· Name heroes in their lives and express why those people are heroes to them.

· Use a computer to access the Internet, find and read stories on the MY HERO Website.   http://myhero.com/go/home.asp
· Distinguish between a hero and a celebrity.

My Grandpa Said….  
· American Heroes: Then and Now

http://www.mccsc.edu/~jcmslib/mlk/jackson.htm
Thumb up – Thumbs down?

· Anthony, Susan B.
· Jordan, Michael 

· Powell, Colin 

· Aaron, Hank 

· King, Martin Luther
· Robinson, Jackie
· Banneker, Benjamin
· Lincoln, Abraham
· Roosevelt,Franklin 

· MacArthur, Douglas
· Marshall, Thurgood Walker, 

· 

HYPERLINK "http://www.mccsc.edu/~jcmslib/mlk/edison/main.htm"

Edison, Thomas
 

· Owens, Jesse Woods, Tiger Jackson, Jesse Paige, Satchel Wright, Frank L.
The Digital Hero Book project
http://www.digitalherobook.org/
· inter-classroom exchange of personal and positive stories by youth from around the world
· focus on their strengths and “hero” qualities

· digital storytelling with online group collaboration
· develops literacy, digital media skills and cross-cultural awareness.

--------------------------------------

>>>>>  Photography  and Photo Editing
 FireShot
The Fireshot plug in for firefox is great for doing screen grabs and annotation. While the lines between photography and Digital video blur, this really could belong in either.  I use this all of the time for this blog and for helping my students. Every student should know how to do a manual screen grab, and then also to use this plug in. It is a life skill.
Cost: Free for basic use where you save the images on your website
Download URL: https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/addon/5648

 CoolIris
This cool Firefox plug is a great way to browse and find photographs.  Again, watch for licenses.
Cost: Free
Download URL: https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/addon/5579


Adobe PhotoShop Elements
The Powerhouse of photoediting, I use this program a lot and make sure my students come in here multiple times a year.  Worth every penny but a steep learning curve.  Schools can get the whole Adobe Package at a steep discount, although still pricey and students should buy this while they are still in college and can get the academic license.
Cost: $89.95 
URL: http://www.adobe.com/products/photoshopelwin/?promoid=DJDWS 


Google Picasa
This is a tool that Google has totally done righ. Use the Google Web Albums for our website instead of the Flickr Albums  It has some great photo management features, tagging, favorites, and some really neat tools to mashup photos into mosaics and such for all kinds of purposes.  The students love this one and usually go home and install it there too. If you cannot afford photoshop, this is a good, free, entry level software.
Cost:  Free              URL: http://picasa.google.com/

 Creative Commons
This is a great place to search for photographs and all other types of digital media that you can use.  It is much better at photo search - the OWL music search is difficult to use and understand.
Cost: Free               URL: http://www.creativecommons.org

 FlickrVision 
For the photographer who loves to look at new things, this is a great tool for inspiration as it maps items uploaded to Flickr with a GPS tag on it with Google Maps.
Cost: Free       URL: http://flickrvision.com/

PhotoBucket
This allows the very private sharing of photos and videos.  Students who don't want to use youtube or ning often post videos here to post to private web pages.  This is an excellent stable service to serve up photos.
Cost: Free        URL: http://photobucket.com/
Flickr: Explore, upload, and share photos online. Includes commenting and neat note functionality where users can add blocks of notes on the photos themselves for others to see.   The original photosharing service.  Flickr groups are a great way to share photos and put them up onto websites as well.
Cost:  Free     URL: http://www.flickr.com
Related Post:  Fascinating Flickr Assignment and Math Lesson from Darrent Kuropatwa 

 Big Huge Labs for Flickr 
This cool website lets you make magazine covers, posters, buttons, and all kinds of things with photographs.  This is a fun one to use with students.
Cost:  Free unless you order items with photos from their website     URL: http://bighugelabs.com/flickr/ 
Related Post:  Best of the Web  


NEED a server for this:  Scooch: Scooch is a Web-based slide show program that will allow you to post photos and make slide shows that you can share with others over the Web.

Perseus Digital Library: In need of visual representations of manuscripts or sculptures from ancient Rome and Greece? You can find tens of thousands on this online library and database.

Screencast-o-Matic: Create a video or photo of your screen with this helpful online tool. It can be a great way to remember how to do tasks on the computer or just to share images online.

Visuwords: Text dictionaries don’t always give visual learners the explanations they need. This dictionary is graphically based, making it easy to see what concepts or ideas are represented.

KartOO: Along those same lines, Kartoo is a visual search engine, giving you results laid out in a networked chart so it’s easy to see how topics relate.

FREEPALY Music    http://freeplaymusic.com/
Freeplay Music, Broadcast Production Music Library, Free and Mp3 ...
freeplaymusic.com/
Freeplay Music, Highest Quality Broadcast Production Music Library, Free Mp3 Music Download, See Terms Of Use, Country,Hip Hop,Rap,Techno,Song with ...
-------------------------------------------------
Visual Literacy Project:    SLIDE SHOWS
1. You will go to the web address

2. Play with the program

3. Upload 2-5 photos from the "PHOTO FOLDER" on your desktop

4. Create the presentation / slide show

5. Be ready to share the Positive and the Negative of the application

· GROUP A:  One True Media -FREE- http://www.onetruemedia.com/ "...effortlessly combine photos and video clips with words and music to personalize your story. Quickly share with our Online Slideshow or get as creative as you want with our Video Montage." Upload images and audio for story track. Embed in blogs or directly post to YouTube/Google video, mySpace, Google Groups. Great template choices. MUST CREATE A ACCOUNT.
· Can us a GMAIL account.
· GROUP B:  Animoto http://animoto.com/education  Animoto is an automated presentation generator that focuses on using images to communicate a message.This tool is great for class collaboration and it is easier than using PowerPoint. $30 per YEAR  

· Group C :   PhotoPeach       http://photopeach.com/    PhotoPeach - Fresh slideshows to go!    Automatically make your own free slide show in seconds. Upload photos, pick music, add captions in the show, and more!

Group H   PhotoShow  - http://www.photoshow.com/ "turns photos into musical slideshows" - wide range of elegant templates, add captions. Audio only from music on site. Audio from list of music only. (FREE for 30 DAYS)
Group G   280 Slides. http://280slides.com/  (Powerpoint)The newest and best addition to  The Best Ways To Create Online Slideshows. I especially like its feature that you search for images and videos off the web right inside the slide-show creation process. 

· Slideshows of webpages

May be blocked:  My Jugaad,  http://myjugaad.in/  New Web tool that allows you to easily make slideshows of webpages and post/share links to them. You’re also able to write descriptive notes about each slide

Production - Presentations - Presentation Tools-More IDEAS

Scooch: ( NEED a SERVER) Scooch is a Web-based slide show program that will allow you to post photos and make slide shows that you can share with others over the Web.

Slideshare.net
This is a great place to upload your photo presentations.  Although they made a big snafu this past April fools by spamming the email of their customers telling them they had 100's of thousands of views, I still like this service.  The groups feature is great for conferences and groups of people who want to share presentations.  Slidecasting lets you add audio to the presentation.
Cost:  Free    URL:  http://www.slideshare.net
Related Posts:  Slideshare Group for Your NECC Presentations                       Slidecasting on Slideshare

Screencast-o-Matic: Create a video or photo of your screen with this helpful online tool. It can be a great way to remember how to do tasks on the computer or just to share images online.

Slidestory  This tool allows you to record a narration with your slide show. Post on the web for students or classmates to see. --You can browse without an account - Examples need a LOT of work:
Microsoft PowerPoint:  Although this is great  presentation software, it is also one of the best ways to create jpg files for presentations, videos, virtual worlds, tshirts for virtual worlds.  than presentations and jpg photographs from here end up in movies all of the time.  
Cost: $93.99 for Home and Student Office 2007
URL: Microsoft Office Home and Student 2007[image: image2.png]


                     Office Live - http://www.officelive.com/

Zoho Show: This great online tool allows you to create, edit and share presentations online making it easy to create interactive homework assignments or to organize your notes in an audio-visual format.

Thumbstacks: Thumbstacks allows users to create a web-based presentation or slide show and then share it with others.

Empressr: You can access your organized class materials or projects from anywhere with this tool and share them with friends and other classmates easily.

ThinkFree Show: If you are using PowerPoint to organize your class notes into a more visual and audio conducive format then you can take advantage of this site which makes it easy to take them to the Web.

AuthorStream: Another PowerPoint centered program, AuthorStream makes it simple to upload and share your presentations.

PhotoStory 3: Make your slides for class a little more interesting with this free program from Microsoft. You can add special effects or your own voice narration.   PhotoStory 3:   For simple, elegant slideshows, this is where I start beginners.  One of my fellow teachers, Betsy, came to me and wanted to make a tribute for her Dad's birthday and this was where I sent her.  She made a flawless DVD that brought tears to everyone's eyes and it was so easy.  It comes Free with Windows.
Cost: Free with Microsoft Windows
URL: http://www.microsoft.com/windowsxp/using/digitalphotography/PhotoStory/default.mspx
Related Posts:  Get Past Teaching Apps: Build and Use a Student Technology Toolbelt

Jing:   Jing is great for screen captures that you will embed and share on blogs, like those done by my students in OpenSim on the Digiteen blog.  But beware, exporting is a bear, if not impossible.
Cost: Free, Pro Version - for Advanced Features like posting directly to youtube $14.95 per year
URL:  http://www.jingproject.com
Related Post:  Web 3D: Students Reflect on the Pressing Issues We All Ask Ourselves About Virtual Worlds
Jing | Add visuals to your online conversations via kwout
-----------------------

Windows Photo Story 3 - handout (free download from Microsoft,  ) 
 
Stop Motion Animator - (Free download) Use a web cam to capture the pictures, save as an avi file, and then use a Movie editor (like Movie Maker or iMovie) to add background voices and music.
 
Macromedia Flash, Adobe Premiere, Microsoft PowerPoint, iMovie (Mac), Final Cut Pro (Mac)
More on Photo Story
Photo Story does not have a "make a color background for text" like Movie Maker and other programs do. So I have created some gifs that you can download to your computer and import into your Photo Story to put text on. (gif files, right click on the file and choose Save Target as...)

black | blue | dark blue | green | pink | red | white | yellow |
Use this handout on Paint to create your own color background.
Creating Slides in PowerPoint to use in Photo Story
1. Create a title slide with text or Word Art or other slides with text and/or clipart/Word Art.
2. Click on File from the Menu bar and select Save As...
3. In the Save as Type box choose a picture format (GIF or JPEG should be fine).
4. Click the Save button (make sure to save in your folder or somewhere you can find it). You will be given a choice of exporting every slide into a picture format or just the current slide.
5. Finally, in Photo Story, use the Import Pictures button to bring the PPT pictures you created into your Photo Story project. 
Create your first photo story

You can use Photo Story 3 for Windows to create visually compelling and fun stories using your pictures and music. This article walks you through the basics of creating a photo story and shows you how easy and fun it can be!
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	Related Links

•
Ask questions or discuss this topic in the Windows XP Photos newsgroup
•
Explore digital photography with Windows XP
•
Download Photo Story 3
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Opening Photo Story

To begin a new story, open Photo Story from the Start menu.

To open Photo Story
	1.
	Click Start, point to All Programs, and then click Photo Story 3 for Windows. 

	2.
	On the Welcome page, click Begin a new story, and then click Next. 


Importing and arranging your pictures

First, add the pictures that you want to use in the story, and then arrange them in the order that they will be viewed.

To add pictures to your photo story
	1.
	On the Import and arrange your pictures page, click Import Pictures. 

	2.
	In the File Browser dialog box, browse to My Documents\My Pictures\Sample Pictures. 

	3.
	Add all of the pictures listed. To add more than one picture at a time, press and hold the CTRL key and click on the pictures you want to add, and then click OK.

All of your pictures should now be present in the filmstrip, as shown in the following screen shot. 

[image: image15.jpg]



The filmstrip in Photo Story is a great place to quickly make changes to your pictures and story. For example, you can drag a picture in the filmstrip to change the sequence. You can click a picture in the filmstrip and click Edit to change the appearance of the picture by rotating it, adjusting the color, fixing red eye or adding effects. You can also right-click a picture in the filmstrip to perform these actions. Try adding an effect to one of the pictures to see what they look like.

	4.
	When you are finished making changes to your pictures, click Next to continue. 


Adding a title to your pictures

With Photo Story 3 you can add text to a picture to create a title for your story.

To add text to your pictures
	1.
	On the Add a title to your pictures page, click the first picture, and then type My first photo story in the text box to the right of the picture.

	2.
	Click the Select Font button.

	3.
	In the Font dialog box, under Font style, click Bold, and then click OK.

	4.
	Click the Align Top button to move the title up on the page.

Repeat steps 1 and 2 to add text to another picture, and experiment with different text styles, sizes, and alignments, using different formatting buttons. 

	5.
	When you are finished adding text to your pictures, click Next.


Narrating your pictures

You can add narration and custom pan and zoom effects to your photo story to make it more unique and personal.

To add narration to your story you need to have a working microphone attached to your computer and set up correctly. A wizard will help you set up your microphone to record narration. There is also a text input area to create cue cards which can be a helpful memory aid when narrating your pictures.

To add narration to your story
	1.
	On the Narrate your pictures and customize motion page, click the Microphone [image: image16.jpg]


 button.

This will launch the Sound Hardware Test Wizard. Complete the wizard by following the onscreen instructions. Once you have completed the wizard, your microphone should be ready to record narration.

	2.
	Click a picture in the filmstrip. 

	3.
	Add any desired text in the cue card area.

	4.
	Click the Record Narration [image: image17.jpg]


 button to start recording narration.

The red dot in the record button will flash indicating recording is taking place. A timer is provided to help you keep track of your narration length. 

	5.
	When you have finished narrating the picture, click the Stop Recording [image: image18.jpg]


 button.

	6.
	Repeat steps 2 thru 4 for each picture for which you want to add narration.

Note   Narration for each picture can not exceed 5 minutes.

	7.
	Once you have added narration, click the first picture in the filmstrip, and then click Preview to see how your story looks and sounds.

	8.
	Close the preview window, and click Next to continue to the next step. 


Adding background music

With Photo Story 3 you can add music to your story by using Windows Media Audio (WMA), MP3, or WAV files or by using the Create Music option to create custom music that suites your story and taste.

To add pre-recorded music to your story
	1.
	On the Add background music page, click the first picture in the filmstrip and then click Select Music. 

	2.
	On the File Open dialog box, click My Documents from the left menu. 

	3.
	Browse to My Music\Sample Music, click Beethoven's Symphony No9 (Scherzo).wma, and then click Open. 


The music you just added is shown as a colored bar above the picture in the filmstrip, as shown in the following screen shot. This helps you determine which pictures will be shown for each piece of music you add. This is particularly helpful when you add more than one song to your story.
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To create music for your story
	1.
	Click the third picture in the film strip, and then click Create Music. 

	2.
	In the Create Music dialog box, in the Genre drop-down list, scroll down and select Soundtrack. 

	3.
	In the Style drop-down list, select Soundtrack: Mysterious Cave. 

	4.
	You can leave the default Bands and Moods, or choose different ones. 

	5.
	Click Play to hear what the music will sound like.

	6.
	When the music has finished playing, click OK to close the Create Music dialog box. 

There are now two different pieces of music shown as colored bars above the pictures in the filmstrip. 

	7.
	Click the first picture in the filmstrip, and click Preview, to see how well your music fits the story.

You may need to adjust the music volume levels to accommodate your narration. To do this, simply click the picture in the filmstrip and then adjust the music volume using the volume slider bar. You may need to adjust the volume and preview your story a few times to get it just right. 

	8.
	Click Next, to move on to the final steps. 


Saving your story

When you save your photo story, all the pictures, narrations, and music are compiled into a video file that you can view in Windows Media Player. Since you will play this photo story on your computer, you can use the default options when saving your photo story.

To save your photo story for playback on your computer
	1.
	On the Save your story page, verify that Save your story for playback on your computer is selected in the activities list. 

	2.
	Click Browse to specify the location and file name of your story. 

	3.
	On the Save As dialog box, browse to My Documents\My Videos. 

	4.
	In the Filename text box, type My First Story.wmv.

	5.
	Click Save, and then click Next. 


Viewing your story

When your story is built and saved, the Completing Photo Story 3 for Windows page will appear. You can view your newly created story or begin a new story from here. To see what you have created, click View your story. Windows Media Player will open and your story will begin to play.

Now that you have created your first photo story, it's time to start a new story. This time, add your own pictures and music to create stories to share with your friends and family.

Other Photo Story Resources (added 8/10/07)
1. Mark Coffman's WindowPhotoStory.Com - You can also download his TweakPS program that will globally change slide duration, remove transitions and motion, and randomly add transitions and motion to slides.
2. Papa John's Movie Maker 2 site - Mostly about MM2, but does have a great section on Photo Story as well as sections on using both programs for the same project.
3. What is a Photo Story - Flash videos that show many of the steps to creating a video in Photo Story.
Free Picture and Audio Resources (added 3/9/07)
FreeFoto.com - free for educational use, copy and paste bibliography for pictures
Pics4learning - free for educational use, copy and paste bibliography for pictures
DiscoverySchool's Clip Art Gallery 
DK Clip art  
FindSounds.com - search for wave, au, and aiff sound files. (Some school web filters may block the page the sound is found on therefore preventing download.)
 
back to top 

Tips for Using your Camera:
 
Tips on Camera Shots#1 
Tips on Camera Shots#2 
Video Examples of Camera Shots
Top Ten Digital Photography Tips
Another Top Ten Tips
The Rule of Thirds
Photo Composition 101
Types of Camera Shots -new
Ken Rockwell.com - great articles about using cameras -new
back to top 

Links about Digital Storytelling: 
Center for Digital Storytelling 
University of Houston Educational Uses for Digital Storytelling 
Jason Ohler digital storytelling workshop 
Seven Steps to Creating a Digital Story
Teacher's Guide to Making Student Movies
Digital Storytelling with Kidz Online
Digital Storytelling.org
Digital Director's Guild
Clay Animation Resources
The Clay Animators How To site
Another How To Claymation site
Create A Visual Narrative -new
Create a Digital Documentary -new
 

back to top 

Examples:
Winnipeg Schools Digital Storytelling
My Potato Story
Real Amy
dvRosa
Scott County Schools
The Bank Robbery
the iCAN film festival of the San Fernando Education Technology Team (this is a group Marco Torres is a part of)
(Make sure to watch the video on iCan2 called "Teachers")
Wichita State University Clay Animation Summer Camp
Rockwall ISD examples
Mabry Middle School 2006 Film Festival (scroll to the bottom for examples)
Digital Storytelling Education examples
Street Side Stories
Types of Digital Stories:
Personal Narrative
A work of fiction
A Book review, A Bookfomercial, or a Book Talk
A documentary
A Persuasive/Public Service Announcement
Clay or Stop Animation
A new ending to a well known story
Teach a Unit of Instruction
An Interview
A Poem - Use this Fill in the Blank poem creator, then create your digital story based on the poem. 
A Photo Field Trip
A Rebus Story

To introduce digital storytelling or a program like Photo Story have students create an "All about Me" or a "Life around Here" (their city, their home, school...) video

back to top Copyright Issues:
My webpage about © issues that digital storytellers need to be aware of.
To introduce digital storytelling or a program like Photo Story have students create an "All about Me" or a "Life around Here" (their city, their home, school...) video
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