"Google Brain:" How The New Internet Rewires Our Brains



Never before in history have so many humans been linked with one another: Google, Facebook, Twitter, Foursquare. 

What happens when millions of brains are networked? When we can communicate simultaneously anytime, anywhere? And our digital trails can be monitored? 

The current issue of iD sums up all the implications in its Google Brain feature on page 30. Meanwhile, we'd like to know, how concerned are you about your privacy, and the implications of your "unconscious you" on the new internet? We've prepared a poll for you here. 

If you'd like to gain some extra insight, this interview with Nicholas Carr, author of The Big Switch, is a very good additional read. 
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All that talk about how Google is making us stupid is a bit of a crock, according to a new study from UCLA researchers.

The study — which appears in next month’s American Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry, looked at brain circuitry changes among 55- to 76-year-old volunteers. 

Among the experienced web searchers, the study found increased activity in the decision-making and complex reasoning portions of the brain when people used the web to search for stuff, while the search novices did not experience the same level of activity.

"Our most striking finding was that Internet searching appears to engage a greater extent of neural circuitry that is not activated during reading, but only in those people with prior
Internet experience," the study author Gary Small told USA Today. 

He also expects that inexperienced internet searchers would enjoy similar benefits over time.

