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Outline:

1,  Search Engine Comparison

2. Search Engine Alternatives

3. Alternate Google Applications

4. Google Presence -Digital Footprint

· It's the year 2014, and Googlezon, a fearsomely powerful combination of search engine Google Inc. (GOOG ) and online store Amazon.com Inc. (AMZN ), has crushed traditional media to bits. 

· Taking its place is the computer-generated Evolving Personalized Information; an online package of news, entertainment, blogs, and services drawn from all the world's up-to-the-minute knowledge and customized to match your preferences. And it's all collected, packaged, and controlled by Googlezon. 

As the place nearly 400 million people each month start on the Internet, it's the No. 1 gateway to the Net's vast commercial potential. 

· With more data on what people are searching for, Google can serve up the most targeted and relevant advertisements alongside the results, drawing more clicks, more cash, more users. 

· Consumers love Google's simplicity and results, which is why it draws 56% of all searches. 

· Advertisers shoveled some $10.6 billion into Google's coffers last year-up an astonishing 73%
· Google's $144 billion market value tops that of Time Warner (TWX ), Viacom (VIA ), CBS (CBS ), ad agency giant Publicis Groupe (PUB ), and the New York Times Co. (NYT ) combined.

Video Here:    http://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=googlezon&aq=0
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http://www.businessweek.com/magazine/content/07_15/b4029001.htm  
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http://idorosen.com/mirrors/robinsloan.com/epic/



Understanding SEARCH!

Top 5 Search Engines - 2010


· Google 

· Yahoo! 

· Bing 

· Ask 

· AOL Search 

Google.com
· british general thomas gage

· About ………………..results  

· Advanced search available ? 

· Yahoo! 

· british general thomas gage

· ______________  results for  british general thomas gage
· Advanced search available ?

· Bing 

Bing.com

· british general thomas gage

· ______________ results for british general thom

· Ask 

Ask.com

· british general thomas gage

· ??????????????????

AOL Search AOLsearch.com

· british general thomas gage

· Web Results ______________
Compare results

· Google _________________ results 

· Yahoo! _________________ results

· Bing  _________________ results

· Ask   _________________ results  

· AOL Search  _________________ results

Advanced Search-Why?

· Yahoo!  Can you find the ADVANCED SEARCH TOOL? 

· Bing Can you find the ADVANCED SEARCH TOOL? 

· Ask  Can you find the ADVANCED SEARCH TOOL? 

· AOL Search   Can you find the ADVANCED SEARCH TOOL? 

Google Search Alternatives-Why To Use Them 

Group Conversation
FactBites         http://www.factbites.com/

· FactBites draws on the web’s vast amount of encyclopedias and information websites such as Wikipedia and specialized ones to provide you with factual information

Quintura     http://quintura.com/ 
· redefines how search results should be displayed. Instead of just showing you a list descending in order of relevance, they have this accompanied by a tag cloud to the left of the screen. 

Clusty Search    http://clusty.com/ 
· organize them into their respective categories

Cuil ?????      http://www.cuil.com/
the right sidebar, could have a map, historical timeline, streaming results, category tags and other specific features

>>Group Conversation- 

3 Questions:

1. What is this?

2. What are some education/classroom applications?

3. Indicate 2-3 ways you could use this in your content area or job function

Add a slide to the GOOGLE DOCS

· Wolfram|Alpha 

  Wolfram|Alpha: Computational Knowledge Engine
Wolfram|Alpha is more than a search engine. It gives you access to the world's facts and data and calculates answers across a range of topics, ...
 
  Wolfram|Alpha Examples - Mathematics
2011 Wolfram Alpha LLC—A Wolfram Research Company; Terms · Privacy · Entity ...
 
  A Quick Introduction to Wolfram|Alpha by Stephen Wolfram (Part 1)
2011 Wolfram Alpha LLC—A Wolfram Research Company; Terms · Privacy · Entity ...
 

  Wolfram|Alpha Blog
From the front lines of making Wolfram|Alpha, the world's first ...
 
  WolframAlpha for iPhone, iPod touch, and iPad on the iTunes App Store
Nov 12, 2010 ... To buy and download WolframAlpha by Wolfram Alpha LLC, get iTunes now. ... 

  Wolfram Alpha Computes Answers To Factual Questions. This Is Going ...
Mar 8, 2009 ... Editor's note: Below is a guest post from Nova Spivack, CEO of Radar Networks, about a new computational knowledge engine called Wolfram ...


  Wolfram Research: Mathematica, Technical and Scientific Software
Wolfram Research, makers of Mathematica, the only fully integrated technical ...
 
· Mathematics 


Statistics & Data Analysis 


Physics 
· Chemistry 


Materials 




Engineering 
· Astronomy 


Earth Sciences 



Life Sciences 


· Technological World 

Transportation 



Computational Sciences 
· Web & Computer Systems 
Units & Measures 



Money & Finance 
· Dates & Times 

Places & Geography 



Socioeconomic Data 
· Weather 


Health & Medicine 



Food & Nutrition 
· Words & Linguistics 

Culture & Media 



People & History 
· Education 


Organizations 




Sports & Games 
· Music 



Colors 
 

 

The Web's Best Search Engine List! 
http://www.20search.com/
The 10 Best Search Engines of 2010
 Reader Favorite Search Engines 


What is your favorite?     Why?

1. ????? Cuil (pronounced 'cool')


This search engine was founded by ex-Google staff. It is spartan, like Google and DuckDuckGo. But there are differences beyond the black background. Cuil uses a column format like a newspaper, and it offers both tabbled and columned groups to help your searching. The results are not ranked in the same currents events/popularity sequence that Google is known for. But Cuil.com can really be helpful in choosing research directions when you are just discovering a topic for the first time.

· Visit Cuil here
2. Duck Duck Go


· At first, DuckDuckGo.com looks like Google. But there are many subtleties that make this spartan search engine different. DuckDuckGo has some slick features, like 'zero-click' information (all your answers are found on the first results page). DuckDuckgo offers disambiguation prompts (helps to clarify what question you are really asking). And the ad spam is much less than Google. Give DuckDuckGo.com a try... you might really like this clean and simple search engine.

· Visit DuckDuckGo here
3. Ask (aka 'Ask Jeeves')


· The Ask/AJ/Ask Jeeves search engine is a longtime name in the World Wide Web. The super-clean interface rivals the other major search engines, and the search options are as good as Google or Bing or DuckDuckGo. The results groupings are what really make Ask.com stand out. The presentation is arguably cleaner and easier to read than Google or Yahoo! or Bing, and the results groups seem to be more relevant. Decide for yourself if you agree... give Ask.com a whirl, and compare it to the other search engines you like.Visit Ask here
4. Clusty (aka 'Yippy')
 
· Clusty is a Deep Web engine that searches other search engines for you. Unlike the regular Web, which is indexed by robot spider programs, Deep Web pages are usually harder to locate by conventional search. That's where Clusty becomes very useful. If you are searching for obscure hobby interest blogs, obscure government information, tough-to-find obscure news, academic research and otherwise-obscure content, then Clusty is your tool.

· Visit Clusty/Yippy here
5. Webopedia


· Webopedia is one of the most useful websites on the World Wide Web. Webopedia is an encyclopedic resource dedicated to searching techno terminology and computer definitions. Teach yourself what 'domain name system' is, or teach yourself what 'DDRAM' means on your computer. Webopedia is absolutely a perfect resource for non-technical people to make more sense of the computers around them.Visit Webopedia here
6. Yahoo!


· Yahoo! is several things: it is a search engine, a news aggregator, a shopping center, an emailbox, a travel directory, a horoscope and games center, and more. This 'web portal' breadth of choice makes this a very helpful site for Internet beginners. Searching the Web should also be about discovery and exploration, and Yahoo! delivers that in wholesale quantities.Visit Yahoo! here
7. Bing


· Bing is Microsoft's attempt at unseating Google. Bing used to be MSN search until it was updated in summer of 2009. Touted as a 'decision engine', Bing tries to support your researching by offering suggestions in the leftmost column, while also giving you various search options across the top of the screen. Things like 'wiki' suggestions, 'visual search', and 'related searches' might be very useful to you. Bing is not dethroning Google in the near future, no. But Bing is definitely worth trying.Visit Bing here
8. Mahalo


·  
· Mahalo is the one 'human-powered' search site in this list, employing a committee of editors to manually sift and vet thousands of pieces of content.  This means that you'll get fewer Mahalo hit results than you will get at Bing or Google. But it also means that most Mahalo results have a higher quality of content and relevance (as best as human editors can judge).

· Mahalo also offers regular web searching in addition to asking questions.  Depending on which of the two search boxes you use at Mahalo, you will either get direct content topic hits or suggested answers to your question.

· Try Mahalo.  You might like it enough to even become a editor there.

· Visit Mahalo here
9. Google


· Google is the undisputed king of 'spartan searching'. While it doesn't offer all the shopping center features of Yahoo!, Google is fast, relevant, and the largest single catalogue of Web pages available today. Make sure you try the Google 'images', 'maps' and 'news' features... they are outstanding services for locating photos, geographic directions, and news headlines.Visit Google here
10. The Internet Archieve


·  
· The Internet Archive is a favorite destination for longtime Web lovers. The Archive has been taking snapshots of the entire World Wide Web for years now, allowing you and me to travel back in time to see what a web page looked like in 1999, or what the news was like around Hurricane Katrina in 2005. You won't visit the Archive daily, like you would Google or Yahoo or Bing, but when you do have need to travel back in time, use this search site.

· Visit the Internet Archive here
Which one is the BEST --- Add a slide to the GOOGLE DOCS

Even More Search Engines

Resources that can help you in your search for the best search engine:

The Ultimate Search Engine List: All-purpose search engines, visual search engines, people search engines...you'll find all these and more in this list of search engines, a comprehensive guide to the best search engines on the Web.

Top 10 Ways to Find Multimedia on the Web: Use these search engines to find some great audio files, BitTorrent files, free movie downloads, movie trailers, and all kinds of multimedia.

100 Search Engines in 100 Days: One hundred of the best search engines out there today.

Top Ten Book Search Engines: Whether you're looking for a rare book, a used book, an audio book, or a comic book, chances are you can find it on the Web using one of these excellent book search engines.

Search Engines for Kids: If you have children, or are a child yourself, then this list of search engines and other sites just for kids is for you.

Google Cheat Sheet: You'll find that using these Google Search Shortcuts will greatly cut down on your Google search time, as well as make your Google searches more effective and more efficient.

· All-Purpose Search Engines
·  Need a general, all-purpose search engine? These are the search engines that you can use for almost any search you can come up with, from how to cook pancakes to the mating habits of African wildebeests.More InfoRead Review
· Blog Search Engines
·  Blog search engines have become more and more sophisticated, and nowadays you can do a blog search on a variety of topics and hit paydirt. Here is a list of some of the best blog search engines out there - take 'em for a blog search test drive and see what you think.More InfoRead Review
· Book Search Engines
·  Whether you're looking for a rare book, a used book, an audio book, or a comic book, chances are you can find it on the Web using one of these excellent book search engines.More InfoRead Review
· Game Search Engines
·  If you're trying to find a game to play on the Web, you can find some pretty good ones with game search engines - search engines specifically focused on finding online games.More InfoRead Review
· Human-Powered Search Engines
·  Human-powered search engines, better known as Web directories, are popular simply because of the higher quality of links submitted and the caliber of the sites hand-picked to be included in the index. Here are some of the most popular human-powered search engines on the Web.More InfoRead Review
· Image Search Engines
·  These image search engines, directories, and collections will help you to find whatever kind of image you're looking for on the Web; whether it's a piece of clipart, a photograph, a piece of art, or almost anything else you might be searching for.More InfoRead Review
· Invisible Web Search Engines
·  The term "invisible web" mainly refers to the vast repository of information that search engines and directories don't have direct access to, like databases. Unlike pages on the visible Web (that is, the Web that you can access from search engines and directories), information in databases is generally inaccessible to the software spiders and crawlers that create search engine indexes. Fortunately for us, there are search engines that can find these hidden gems.More InfoRead Review
CHECK THIS OUT-

Group Conversation- 

3 Questions:

1.  What is this?

2.  What are some education/classroom applications?

3. Indicate 2-3 ways you could use this in your content area or job function

Add a slide to the GOOGLE DOCS

Map Search with the Map Machine 

· What is the Map Machine?

· National Geographic's Map Machine is a gigantic collection of all the National Geographic maps in a searchable online database. 

· Best to look at it piece by piece. 

· Start with the Map Machine categories to get a big picture view of all that National Geographic map search. 

· Searchable: world maps, satellite maps of Mars, Globe Explorer aerial imagery
Map Machine
· http://maps.nationalgeographic.com/maps
Web  Of  Trust    http://school.discoveryeducation.com/schrockguide/yp/iypsrch.html


Misc. Items that provide similar web services…

==========================

CHECK THIS OUT-  6 groups – 3 each

Group Conversation- 

3 Questions:

1.  What are these?

4.  What are some education/classroom applications?

5. Indicate 2-3 ways you could use this in your content area or job function

Add a slide to the GOOGLE DOCS

Getting Free of Google’s Grip: The 19 Top Alternatives 

1. Thunderbird. great alternative to Gmail. 

 

2. 30 Boxes. Meets my needs perfectly, 30 boxes is just as fast and easy, and is loved by many. If Gcal didn’t integrate with Gmail, I would probably be using 30 Boxes.

3. Netvibes. Reader and Google Personalized Homepage.

4. Zoho Office Suite. Perhaps the best online alternative to the Google Docs & Spreadsheets, 

5. Peepel.  Google Docs and Spreadsheets
 

6. Bloglines.  Google Reader 

 

7. Zimbra Collaboration Suite-alternative to Google Docs and Spreadsheets
 

8. ThinkFree Online- Replaces Google Docs and Spreadsheets.

9. OpenOffice.org-Google Docs and Spreadsheets.

10. Flickr. replacement for Google’s Picasa web photo service, 

11.  Create, Edit and Share Your Presentations Online -   ZOHO-

              SHOW     http://show.zoho.com/ 
12. Edmodo   Social learning environment and one of the best ways to teach with tech  http://www.edmodo.com/


13. Primarypad   Web-based word processor  http://primarypad.com/ 

http://typewith.me/

http://www.ietherpad.com/

 http://piratepad.net/


14.  Weebly   Create your own website or blog, very easy to use http://www.weebly.com/

5 Great Alternatives To Google Docs You Should Consider - (By David Pierce on Mar. 26th, 2009

For a while now, my solution has been Google Docs. It’s a great service, and one that has served me well over the months and years I’ve been using it. Google Docs, though, is not without its issues and downsides, some of which have left me in constant search for the best and brightest of the online document managing application.

Well, I haven’t found it yet, but I’ve found five pretty great alternatives to Google Docs that you might want to check out. All of these, and Google Docs, offer the same basic editing features; instead of rehashing them over and over, I’ll point out the one or few great features that put the application on this list.

15.  Buzzword
My current online editor of choice, Buzzword, is Adobe’s offering in the online word-processing department. It’s attractive, flash-based, and incredibly simple to use. In addition to all the standard features, Buzzword offers a few key uses for users of all levels. Buzzword lets you share documents with people, giving individuals varying levels of access, from comments to editing to just reading the document.  Also useful is the Version History tracker, which tracks your changes and lets you revert to an earlier version of the document in only one click.

Buzzword is the prettiest of the bunch, and while it’s not terribly feature-rich when it comes to document editing, its collaboration and tracking tools more than make up for it.

http://help.adobe.com/en_US/Acrobat.com/Using/WS4c4da310f3b0910a-64e5bfbe122e75cf0d1-8000.html
(16. )    Zoho
The number of applications Zoho offers, from an email service to a personal wiki and a “centralized public repository” (whatever that is) is ridiculous. I’ve become a big Zoho fan recently, and it has a huge number of useful tools at your disposal.

The writer itself is excellent, with a ton of editing options organized in a way that looks much like Office 2007’s Ribbon interface. Almost anything you can do in Word can be done in Zoho, from adding a header and footer to directly posting a document to your blog.

Zoho is the most feature-complete of the Web-based applications, including Google Docs, and is incredibly easy to use. Zoho doesn’t get nearly the press Google Docs does, but I can’t see a reason not to switch to Zoho.

   (17). Etherpad   Primarypad   Web-based word processor  http://primarypad.com/
If collaboration is what you’re into, give Etherpad a good look. There’s no need to sign up for Etherpad – just click “Start New Pad” and get going. Then, either share a link to the pad or send invitations to your contacts by email.

As users come in, you can edit the text on the pad in real-time, and changes automatically appear. You can chat in the sidebar, highlight which user made a given change, and save revisions in order to revert if a mistake is made.

Etherpad is perfect for coding and programming, but is also great for writing and editing documents. There aren’t as many features to Etherpad, and all your editing is in plain text, but it’s so collaborative and useful that it deserves a mention anyway.

(18).  Peepel   Peepel is basically a whole suite of desktop applications, stored within your browser. You can run multiple Peepel windows in the same browser window, letting you manage more pieces of your workflow all at once.

Peepel offers services like the WebWriter word processor, WebSheet for spreadsheets, a contact manager, great file-sharing and collaboration tools, and the Workspace Manager that lets you save your layout and return to it later.

Peepel isn’t the flashiest of the applications, but I love the ability to run more than one document or application in the same window.

19.  OpenGoo
OpenGoo is similar in appearance to both Google Docs and the Zoho suite, with a well-integrated interface available to you. You can access calendars, tasks, documents, sticky notes, email, contacts, and time-tracking tools all from within the OpenGoo interface.

For document editing, OpenGoo is much like Google Docs. You can create documents or slideshows, and the interface is much like Google’s. You can edit documents, and then tag them or add them to folders for easier organization.

One thing I liked was that a new document is opened in the same window, with the document browser in the sidebar, whereas Google Docs always opens a new window.

If all you want is documents, there’s not a lot unique about OpenGoo; if you’re looking for a more complete interface and application, it’s a great choice.   [image: image2.png]


(By) David Pierce-His own blog is The 2.0 Life.

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

==============================

What do you know ????

· Do you know how long what you put online exists?

· Do you know what the standard is for appropriate and inappropriate online behaviour?

· Do you know what a digital footprint means?

· Do you know how to take your steps to have a digital footprint that you will be proud of today and tomorrow too?

· Will it be insignificant tomorrow, or in five years when you need to apply for college or seek new employment ?. 

Why is your digital footprint important? Credit to Paul Vercher

Can you “google” me ?

· What does it mean when a potential employer, college recruiter or client googles your name and does not find anything or much?  

· What if a principal searches for a potential hire’s name and work and does not find anything? 

· What does it mean NOT to have a digital footprint in these cases? 

· Is it positive or does it shed a negative light on your portfolio/resume? 

· What does it say about you, if you do not have a blog, a twitter account, nor other social network identities? 

· What does it mean if you, as a teacher do not have a Digital Teacher Portfolio?

Digital Dossier - Think before you post


Watch this video first....


" 

  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SGlrAhtQC24&feature=player_embedded



· Digital footprints are traces left by someone’s activity in a digital environment. 

· All of us, like it or not, are creating these trails. 

· There is all kinds of information ABOUT YOU to be found online.

There is No Delete Button on the Web


· The Internet Archive and its Way Back Machine gives you a historical snapshot of a site within seconds. 

The Wayback Machine
http://www.archive.org/web/web.php
Browse through over 150 billion web pages archived from 1996 to a few months ago. To start surfing the Wayback, type in the web address of a site or page where you would like to start, and press enter. Then select from the archived dates available. The resulting pages point to other archived pages at as close a date as possible. Keyword searching is not currently supported.

Check out the web addresses:

http://novemberlearning.com/
http://www.cilc.org/
http://www.martinlutherking.org/
http://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/  

http://descy.50megs.com/mankato/mankato.html
=============================

You’re Not as Private as You Think 

· http://www.commonsensemedia.org/you%E2%80%99re-not-private-you-think   

· 10 Ways You’re Not as Private as You Think 
The following are for you to do as an individual – You will discover your WEB presence

22 Tools to Track Your Footprints on the Web !

· Places to find your “Digital Footprint” you never heard of…

1. Pipl: Searching the Invisible Web
Pipl  ($) claims to search the deep or invisible Web to find documents, blog entries, photos, publicly available information that other search engines don't serve up. 

· http://www.pipl.com/
2. Best way to keep track of your web footprints Spokeo 

·  Spokeo people search. It will search across all major social networks and the Web to dig out your activities on them.

· http://www.spokeo.com/
3. Is this the best ?   http://www.123people.com 

· 123people is a real time people search service that looks into nearly every corner of the Web.

· Using our proprietary search algorithm, you can find comprehensive and name related information consisting of images, videos, phone numbers, email addresses, social networking and Wikipedia profiles plus much more.

· Content is pulled from an extensive list of international and regional relevant sources in over 11 countries in multiple languages.

· http://www.123people.com 

4.  People Search: Search by Name.  http://www.peoplefinders.com   

5. BrowserSpy - your online presence.   http://browserspy.dk/
6. Spy: Watching what Happens on the Web 

· According to the site, Spy can "listen in on the social media conversations you're interested in." This clean visualization search tool watches Twitter, FriendFeed, blog posts, Google reader shares and Flickr 

· http://spy.appspot.com/
7. Google Alerts: The big G  http://www.google.com/alerts
8.  FairShare:  track where your content goes once you publish it.  http://beta.fairshare.cc   
https://fairshare.attributor.com/fairshare/
9.  Monitter: Tracking Twitter   http://monitter.com/
http://tweetgrid.com,  allow you to track up to 9 keywords or hashtags at the same time, and tweet directly from their interface.

http://AskTwiTR.com searches Twitter in real time for Pic/Movie/Tags/Topic-display results on Google Map.

PowerTwitter -search right from the twitter interface,  keywords or people. 

http://whostalkin.com-  track your activities on Plurk/Twitter/blogs

10.  Social Mention: Mentions of your Name on the Social Web   http://www.socialmention.com/
 BlogPulse: Trends in the Blogosphere  http://www.blogpulse.com/
Serph: The Social Web Right Now ???

 BoardTracker 2.0: The Ultimate Search Tool for Forums

www.boardtracker.com
ZapTxt beats google or yahoo alerts,  follows you to email or phone if you are offline on IM    http://mashable.com/2008/06/19/zaptxt-version-two-im-sms/
http://veryrecent.com   Combines social media search, blog search and news search into one compact interface.

Conversation Monitter-ing and Spy-ing. :tools maltego (desktop client), backtype, retweetradar 

Wink, Pipl, Spoke, Spock- Silobreaker -focused on news. 

Boardtracker - searching forums. Feedmysearch to turn your Google web searches into RSS feeds.

Tweet Applications

· http://twitter.pbworks.com/Apps Wiki page with listing of great apps to make twitter easier to navigate

· http://twitdom.com/ Page dedicated to Twitter Apps

· http://www.squidoo.com/twitterapps another page of twitter apps

· http://www.techcrunch.com/2009/02/19/the-top-20-twitter-applications/ more twitter apps

· http://www.twoquick.com/ Search engine (no funny # marks required)
-http://www.twootles.com/ another search engine 

Final words-ideas

How I Became (Mostly) Google-free in About a Day-  Post by Leo Babauta.

I love Google’s products and use them daily, as they’re absolutely the best I’ve tried in their categories: Google search, Gmail, Google Chrome browser, Google Reader, Google Calendar, Google Docs, Picasa, mostly.  

Another thing that concerns me is the commercialization of every aspect of our lives. It’s bad enough that advertising is already so pervasive — in television, in newspapers and magazines and blogs, on billboards and in our mail. But if it’s also in our email, calendars, maps, search, and basically everything we do every day, then there’s no hiding from it. I’m not convinced that using amazing software is worth giving a corporation complete access to my life and my attention.

I’ve been thinking about this for some time. I don’t have answers.  However, last week, I decided to try an experiment: could I go (mostly) Google-free? How hard would it be? How much would I like the alternatives?

It took me one day.

Here’s how I did it, and how it’s turned out so far.

First, Overall Principles

Remember that my main reasons for doing this are that 1) I don’t want all my data in one corporation and 2) I don’t want everything I do to be pervaded by advertising.

So the main principles I chose when seeking good alternatives were to find services that:

1. are not Google (whether it’s a corporation or not)

2. are pretty good to use

And in an ideal world, those alternatives would also be:

1. free, open-source, using open-standards

2. free of advertising

3. non-corporate (small businesses are OK)

4. as good as or better than the Google services they’re replacing

These last few ideals are not necessary, but would be great. In most cases, I didn’t achieve them.

If TIME EXPLORE---

Google Search

The all-pervasive app that we can’t live without. There aren’t really good alternatives — there’s Google search, then there’s everyone else. Bing gets talked about a lot, but I don’t much like the results and Microsoft isn’t any better in my mind than Google. Same with Yahoo.

The alternative I chose: so far it’s a split between 

Clutsy, ixquick, and Scroogle.

A word on Scroogle — actually it uses Google’s search, but sets up an intermediary (Scroogle) that sits between your computer and Google’s servers. Google places its cookie on Scroogle’s computer, and then Scroogle deletes it, and also deletes any logs of your anonymous searches. So the results are as good as Googles, but ad-free, without Google’s tracking, and 100 results per page (instead of the frustrating 10 results that Google has).

Update: Be sure to go to Scroogle.org, not Scroogle.com, which is completely different and NSFW.
Still, it seems like cheating, so I’ve been alternatively trying Clutsy and ixquick. Both are decent, not the best, but also sometimes have ads.

The transition so far: I set up each of these as my browser’s default search engine for a little while. They all work fine, but I’ve been finding Scroogle finds the results I want more often.

Other alternatives I looked at: Ask, Cuil, Wolfram Alpha.

Gmail

I absolutely love Gmail, so giving this up has been as hard as Google Search. It’s by far the best email program, period. And I’ve tried almost all. Luckily, I’m far less reliant on email these days — mostly it’s just for family and a few business partners.

The alternative I chose: Fastmail. It’s not as pretty as Gmail, but it’s fast and secure and has a lot of great features. Most importantly for me, it has great spam filters (as Gmail does) and keyboard shortcuts. If you pay a nominal fee ($5 for a year, or less than 10 cents per week), you also don’t get any ads.

The transition so far: It was easy to set up, and I forwarded all incoming Gmail emails to Fastmail. Eventually I’ll delete my Gmail, but for now I’ll leave it. I like Fastmail almost as much as Gmail, especially now that I’ve set up a few key folders (like Archive) and filters and learned the keyboard shortcuts. A couple things I really miss: Send & Archive (in one button or shortcut), automatic adding of email addresses to the address book (Fastmail does it but you have to confirm each time), and threaded conversations.

Other alternatives that look good: Roundcube, Zenbe, and Sup (self-hosted, but similar to Gmail but for command-line geeks). I may eventually use Sup once I get a better command of the command line.

Google Chrome

In the last few months, Chrome has been hands down my favorite browser, for its simplicity, speed, and beautiful features. I love it, and can’t do without it. Firefox, Safari, Camino, Opera all seem clunky next to Chrome.

The alternative I chose: Chromium, the open-source version of Chrome. This is almost cheating, as it’s practically the same browser. But after switching to other browsers for a little while, I couldn’t stand it, so I chose Chromium. It’s open-source, which is great, and doesn’t track your info like Google does.

The transition so far: absolutely painless. I had to migrate some of the keyword bookmarks I’d set up for Chrome, but that took a few minutes. Otherwise, it’s the same browsing experience, and just as stable.

Other alternatives: Firefox, Safari, Camino, Opera, and the beautiful Plainview.

Google Docs

I store almost everything in Google Docs (and Dropbox, for text files I draft on my computer). It’s absolutely great for sharing documents. Haven’t used Microsoft Office in years.

The alternative I chose: Zoho, an online document and productivity suite, actually more complete than Google Docs. I’d tried it in 2007 but concluded that Google Docs (or Writely, before that) was better. That hasn’t changed, but Zoho is a decent second.

The transition so far: Migrating is fairly painless. You can sign up for a free account, and you can even import your Google Docs (through a mis-labeled “Upload” button), though only 5 Google Docs at a time. Zoho works just as you’d hope, though it’s not quite as good or fast as Google Docs. Still a good alternative, although I’d love an open-source alternative that worked as well.

Other alternatives: Etherpad looks great but was BOUGHT BY GOOGLE! It’s now open-sourced so you can try it Google-free at Typewith.me or PiratePad. While these are great for individual collaborative documents, unfortunately it isn’t a great replacement for Google Docs in managing a lot of documents. Others to check out include drop.io, Feng Office, Peepel.

Google Reader

By far the best RSS reader (for reading blogs & news), Google Reader is simple, fast, and always synced no matter what computer you’re using. It beats desktop RSS readers easily, and I’ve used them all.

The alternative I chose: Vienna, an open-source desktop app for Mac. I was using NetNewsWire for a little while and liked it but then realized there was no way to sync without Google Reader anymore, and as I don’t want to give my info to Google, I had to ditch it. So I tried Vienna, which doesn’t have sync at all, but is even better than NetNewsWire in every other way. And is open-sourced and ad-free, which is great.

The transition so far: As Vienna doesn’t sync (at least I haven’t figured out how), I just read on my Macbook Air, which is absolutely fine. It means my iMac is now just for working, and not reading, which is actually a great thing for my productivity and focus. I exported my subscriptions from Google Reader and imported into Vienna, which took like 30 seconds, and otherwise reading in Vienna is great.

Other alternatives: online readers such as Netvibes, Pageflakes, and Bloglines, or desktop readers such as Netnewswire, FeedDemon, RSS Owl, Thunderbird (not a great RSS reader in my view), or self-hosted varieties such as Gobble RSS or Fever, or browser plugins such as Sage.

Google Calendar

Absolutely my favorite calendar ever, I’ve been using Gcal for almost four years and love it. So much better than iCal or Outlook, it’s simple and fast and accessible everywhere.

The alternative I chose: 30 Boxes, another good online calendar that I can share with my wife and access from multiple computers. I tried this several years ago but liked Gcal better — still do, but they’re fairly close.

The transition so far: I probably could have found an easier way to export Gcal events and import into 30 Boxes, but I was testing out 30 Boxes and started entering the events manually. It’s pretty fast and painless, so I ended up doing all my events by hand. Took about 20-30 minutes. 30 Boxes works pretty much as you’d hope, and I haven’t had any problems so far.

Other alternatives to try: Monket (open-source, self-hosted), desktop apps like iCal or Sunbird (open-source), or online suites such as Zimbra or Feng Office.

Picasa

Great photo management software that’s integrated on my desktop and online. Makes syncing your photos painless and works better than you’d expect if you’re used to clunkier alternatives such as iPhoto.

The alternative I chose: SmugMug, which is a beautiful online photo app but not cheap (if you do sign up, use my coupon to save $5: TlepT5Lpv1XmQ).

The transition so far: Honestly, I haven’t fully made this transition yet as I have thousands of photos in Picasa and haven’t had the time to move them all to SmugMug. I’ve uploaded some of the photos I have in iPhoto using a free plugin, and it works pretty well, but moving all the photos will take a little time. SmugMug is a nice service, though again, not cheap.

Other alternatives: Flickr (which is good but I’ve never been a fan), iPhoto, a few others I didn’t bother to look at.

Not Fully Google-free Yet

There are some things that I haven’t done yet, but plan to do in the future to get fully Google-free:

· migrate all photos & other data from Google’s services

· shut down my Gmail once my main contacts know my new address

· move from Feedburner’s blog subscription service (I actually forgot about that until just now)

· stop using minor services (minor to me as I hardly use them) such as Google Maps – haven’t researched alternatives for these yet

There might be others that I’ve forgotten about, so it’ll take a bit longer than a day. But in one day, I was able to move from the main Google services I’ve been using for years, to good alternatives.

Conclusions

Overall, I haven’t missed the Google services one bit. I really thought it would be harder to make the switch, but it was fast, fairly easy, and without glitches.

I need to be clear: I don’t hate Google, nor do I think they’re evil. They make great things, and in general have been more supportive of open standards and open source than other corporations like Microsoft or Apple. But it’s not wise to put everything you have into one corporation, nor do I like commercializing my entire life. It was time for a change.

I don’t know if I’ll stay (mostly) Google-free, or if I’ll eventually head back to Gmail or one of the other services. But I do know that I like using multiple services — putting my eggs in different baskets — and I like having fewer ads in my life. And I also know that it’s possible to get out of Google’s clutches.

Next up: Apple (see Linux). Twitter is in my sights as well (see identica).
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